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Centre for Investigative Journalism Summer School 
6-8 July 2012 
City University London 


The UK's only annual investigative journalism forum 
that offers hands-on training to journalists, researchers, 
NGO workers and journalism students is now in its 
10th year! 


This year’s topics include: 

¢ private and public finance 

¢ using the Freedom of Information Act 

* computer assisted reporting (CAR) techniques 
e digital security and anonymity 

¢ undercover reporting 

¢ libel and privacy law 

* scraping and data visualisation 

¢ statistics 

¢ story based investigations using hypotheses 


Prices: 

£135 — full time students 
£325 NUJ members 
£450 — full price 


20% early bird discount on all bookings until 
15 May 2012 


More information and to book: 
www.tcij.org or 020 7040 8220 


The CJJ is a charity that champions critical, in-depth 
reporting and the defence of the public interest. Its 
primary mission is to provide a centre of excellence in 
the training of professional journalists, to ensure that 
high professional standards in investigative reporting 
are raised and maintained. 


The annual Summer School held at City University in 
central London is the key event in the CIJ calendar. 
Since 2003, the CIJ Summer School’s pioneering 
training in database journalism, computer security, 
advanced internet research, and business document 
analysis has transformed investigations in newsrooms 
across Britain. 
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Editorial 


A TIME FOR TEARS AND ANGER 


By Gerry Gable 


WITHOUT DOUBT THE tragedy that 
befell three Jewish children, a rabbi and 
three French paratroopers in southern 
France last month cannot be written of in 
simple rhetoric. The icy cold-bloodedness 
of the killer, a suspected al Qaeda-trained 
militant, is beyond that. The facts are well 
known, the killer's motives, however, are 
not. It would devalue the lives of those 
who died for us to speculate, but 
comment we will in due course, because 
there are many questions that are as yet 
unanswered. Just keep a place in your 
hearts for the victims of this beast and 
your minds open as to how this could 
have happened. 

Dirty tricks at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies again. Despite the 
successful campaign to stop Jacques 
Verges, the Devil's Advocate, from 
speaking at SOAS in February, which 
Searchlight was proud to initiate, there 
are moves to find a new venue off campus 
for Vergés to speak without the event 
dirtying the halls of SOAS itself. We would 
be pleased to hear from any London 
venue manager who might have been 
approached to host such a meeting. 

The English Defence League and their 
more violent splinter group the North 
West Infidels have promised more 
demonstrations in the coming months, 
and Searchlight joins in calls for people to 
make a stand against their presence, as in 
Liverpool where elements of the 
EDL/NWI, Loyalist hard cases and the 
British National Party have tried to seize 
control of the streets from the antifascist 
and antiracist movements. It is no use 
calling for the police to ban EDL marches, 
only for the thugs to creep back into town 
— after their permitted static protest is over 
and the police have gone — to attack 
community buildings and individuals. The 
only way that they will learn that violence 
is not a viable option is if the antifascist 
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movement builds strong national and local 
grassroots activist resistance wherever the 
fascists threaten to show their faces. 
Whatever political differences antifascists 
might have over other issues, stopping 
fascists and racists bringing their violence 
to communities must be a priority. 

Few readers will know that Norman 
St John-Stevas, Lord St John of Fawsley, 
who died last month, was one of the early 
supporters of Searchlight when it was 
launched in newspaper format in 1964, 
under the editorship of the Labour MP 
Reg Freeson. In an article for the second 
issue, headed “How can we live in peace”, 
the Conservative MP welcomed the fact 
that Britain was a multiracial society, 
“because it makes us sharers in the 
greatest problem, apart from the problem 
of war and peace, which faces us in the 
twentieth century, namely, how men and 
women of different colours and different 
creeds are to live side by side and to work 
out their destinies in friendship and 
goodwill”. Nearly 50 years on, we are 
still working on it. 

There is a tradition in our family to go 
along to hear Joan Baez whenever she 
comes on tour. Together with Bob Dylan 
and other progressive singers, Joan Baez 
has kept alive the flame set alight during 
the US civil rights and anti Vietnam war 
movement of the 1960s. Her set last 
month at a packed Royal Festival Hall 
included many political standards from 
that period, but the biggest cheer came 
when she introduced the song Joe Hill by 
dedicating it to the Occupy movement. 

In this spirit we enter the run-up to the 
May elections, in which several fascist 
parties are now vying with each other for 
supremacy as well as seeking election. 
Then on 5 May, two days after polling 
day, let's all go to Luton to stand together 
against the thugs of the EDL. Details on 
our website soon. 
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a parallel 


Adam Carter Carter profiles Alex Kurtagic, a New Right activist, who is based in 
the UK but has strong links to the US racist counter-culture. 


ON 16-18 MARCH THIS YEAR in 
the town of Dickson, Tennessee, 
USA, the cream of the American 
radical right - a motley collections of 
white nationalists, ‘scientific’ racists, 
antisemites, Holocaust deniers and 
New Right activists - gathered at the 
annual meeting of American 
Renaissance, a leading suit-and-tie 
white supremacist group. In the 
past, this meeting has been 
addressed by British National Party 
leader Nick Griffin and luminaries of 
the US white nationalist scene such 
as Jared Taylor. However this year 
the British speaker at the meeting is 
Alex Kurtagic who was billed to 
speak on an apocalyptic fantasy he 
calls the “great erasure", which he 
defines as “the actual destruction of 
Whites as a unique biological 
entity”. 

Kurtagic is a self-styled ‘right-wing 
intellectual’ who has been a regular 
attendee at meetings of the UK New 
Right group for several years and 
has a close relationship with its 
leading ideologues such as Troy 
Southgate and Jonathan Bowden. 
Kurtagic has a vision of creating a 
white nationalist alternative to 
mainstream culture by establishing 
small cultural producers who can link 
up to disseminate a dissident racist 
message to oppose what he 
perceives as a liberal hegemony. 
This is part of the broader strategy 
of the UK New Right groups and 
similar ‘metapolitical’ enterprises to 
effect political change through 
cultural activism. As a result, 
Kurtagic is an active figure in a 
variety of cultural fields and has 


become one of the most prolific and 
increasingly well-known figures in 
the pseudo-intellectual racist 
underground. 

Kurtagic was born in 1970 and is 
of Slovenian-Spanish descent. He 
recently moved to the picturesque 
town of Abergele in North Wales. 
He became a participant in white 
nationalist circles within the past 
decade and has become increasingly 
dedicated to the cause — he co- 
founded the Alternative Right 


4 


website several years ago which is 
part of a network of American blogs 
and websites including American 
Renaissance, Counter Currents, 
Occidental Quarterly and Vdare 
that aim to provide a more 
sophisticated intellectual veneer to 
racism and white nationalism. He is 
also active on the black metal music 
scene, owned the Supernal Music 
record label and now owns the 
Wermod & Wermod book 
publishing group. 
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New Right “intellectual” Alex Kurtagic 
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Blogging for the white race 


Alternative Right was established in 
March 2010 as an online magazine 
of “radical traditionalism" which, in 
its own words, “marks an attempt to 
forge a new, independent 
intellectual Right". It operates out of 
Whitefish, Montana in the US and is 
edited by Kurtagic and Richard B. 
Spencer, a former assistant editor at 
The American Conservative and 
executive editor at Taki's Magazine. 
Its contributing editors are Peter 
Brimelow, Paul E. Gottfried, Mark 
Hackard, Colin Liddell, Scott Locklin, 
Andy Nowicki, Keith Preston and 
Derek Turner, several of whom are 
long-standing US activists on the 
anti-immigrant radical right. Irish 
born Derek Turner, who now edits 
the conservative Quarterly Review, 
will be more familiar to Searchlight 
readers as the former leader of an 
lrish nazi group, the Social Action 
Initiative, and longtime editor of 
Right Now! the overtly racist 
magazine on the fringes of the UK 
Tory party which ceased publication 
in 2006. The site has also featured 
contributions from John Bean, the 
veteran British fascist who until 
recently edited the BNP’s magazine 
Identity. 

Alternative Right is funded by the 
National Policy Institute (NPI). The 
NPI, now also based in Whitefish 
Montana, was created in 2005 by 
far-right publisher William Regnery 
and recently appointed Alternative 
Right co-founder Richard B. Spencer 
as its chairman. It has published a 
number of reports criticising civil 
rights, affirmative action and 
immigration as well as attacking 
anti-hate groups such as the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. In 
2011 it held its inaugural conference 
on the theme ‘Towards a New 
Nationalism’, which featured 
Kurtagic as one of the speakers 
alongside veteran white nationalists 
such as Jared Taylor and Sam 
Dickson. 

The Alternative Right website is 
fairly sophisticated, featuring a 
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Alex Kugtagic 


Foreword by Tom 


Kurtagic's “dystopian white nationalist novel” 


regularly updated magazine, blogs, a 
podcast, video links and a shop 
(selling Odinist t-shirts!). Its content 
varies from old style 
paleoconservative attacks on the 
usual suspects — liberalism, 
multiculturalism, immigration, 
feminism, homosexuality and 
affirmative action — to more 
apocalyptic fantasies of the 
‘destruction of the white race’. One 
does not have to look too far to see 
extremist sentiments like the support 
for Oslo murderer Anders Breivik in 
a post by Andy Nowicki, “I do 
understand the appeal, in a way. 
Whenever anyone shows nerve, 
guts, and fortitude, putting himself 
in possible danger in order to 
express a deeply-held conviction, 
whether with words or with guns 
and bombs, there is something to 
admire", or the apparent 
exhortations for a ‘black genocide’ 
in South Africa in a piece by Colin 
Liddell. 

In contrast though, many of the 
posts are articulate and careful with 
their use of language (although the 
comments are frequently far more 
intemperate and sometimes feature 
crude racism and occasionally 
antisemitism) but despite the surface 
discourse of ‘white advocacy’, ‘racial 


realism’ or ‘human biodiversity’ and 
the specious pseudoscience, the 
underlying reality of Alternative 
Right is the same old racial 
nationalism which regards African- 
Americans and other minorities as 
mentally inferior, prone to violent 
crime and unfit to live as social and 
political equals among whites. 

Kurtagic is a very regular 
contributor to Alternative Right 
generally focusing on racial issues 
and also strategic analysis of where 
the far right is going wrong and 
what it needs to change. He is 
obviously intelligent and widely 
read, and appears desperate to have 
an influence on cultural life — one 
gets the impression of a considerable 
ego crying out for recognition of its 
‘genius’. But, in his elitist 
monomania, he is obsessed with a 
‘leftist conspiracy’ along the lines of 
the ‘cultural Marxist’, one which was 
a similar béte noire for Breivik. He is 
clearly in thrall to the likes of Kevin 
MacDonald, the controversial 
antisemitic psychology professor 
who has been described by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center as 
“the neo-Nazi movement's favorite 
academic”. Kurtagic has written 
about shocking his liberal tutors by 
using MacDonald's work when he 
was studying for an MA in Cultural 
Studies and he has posted frequently 
on MacDonald's Occidental 
Observer website. In Kurtagic's 
novel Mister MacDonald appears as 
a leading dissident who has been 
locked up by the ‘liberal’ authorities. 
There is similar hero worship of the 
late William Pierce, former leader of 
the neo-nazi National Alliance and 
author of the terrorist bible, The 
Turner Diaries. The fourth album by 
Kurtagic's own band Benighted 
Leams, Obombrid Welkins (2007), 
features a paean to Pierce. 

The blog posts written by Kurtagic 
frequently discuss cultural matters 
including an ambitious (albeit, at 
times, laughably pretentious) 
attempt on Alternative Right to 
present Black Metal music as the 


current incarnation of the vélkisch 
traditions which fed into the original 
formation of the Nazi party. 
Kurtagic's advocacy of the racist 
potential of this murky sub-genre of 
heavy metal is based on his 
longstanding active participation in 
that musical milieu through the 
record label he founded, Supernal 
Music. 


Supernal Music 


Supernal Music was established in 
1996 and is wholly owned by 
Kurtagic. It is a record label and 
distributor specialising in 
‘Underground Extreme Metal’ 
which, from its inception, has been 
one of the main UK distributors of 
National Socialist Black Metal 
(NSBM) a sub-genre within the 
wider black metal music scene 
featuring bands that use Nazi 
imagery and have lyrics advocating 
white supremacy, antisemitism and 
racial separatism. As Searchlight 
previously reported in 2008, 
Supernal’s political agenda could be 
clearly deduced from its monthly 
email bulletin which regularly 
featured pictures of Nazi mystics and 
advocates of esoteric Hitlerism 
including Savitri Devi and Miguel 
Serrano (see below) and the 
antisemitic writers Ernst Junger and 
Julius Langbehn. 

Supernal produced CDs by a range 
of black metal bands (including 
some that were apolitical) and 
distributed a number of other more 
explicitly racist and Nazi CDs from 
groups in the US and Western and 
Eastern Europe. These included the 
US group Sturmfiihrer which 


featured Hitler on a CD cover and 
songs that praised white supremacist 
terrorists, and the Greek band Der 
Stlirmer (named after the notorious 
antisemitic Nazi newspaper) who 
released a song called ‘The 
Nailbomber’ lauding David 
Copeland, the London nazi bomber, 
as well as Russian and US bands 
with close links to the nazi music 
Blood and Honour networks. 


Dissolution rather than 
distribution 


Supernal was clearly trying to be 
both a money-making exercise and 
an attempt to convert fans of black 
metal to the white supremacist 
cause as part of a wider cultural 
activism. Kurtagic admits the latter 
in an audio interview with Croatian 
extremist Tomaslov Sunic on the 
overtly white supremacist and 
Holocaust denial Voice of Reason 
website, where he advocates the 
aesthetic and cultural struggle as 
central to the white nationalist 
cause. However it appears that the 
economic reality of sustaining an 
unpopular racist alternative to the 
mainstream has resulted in financial 
problems for Supernal music - a 
number of complaints have 
appeared online from bands about 
its alleged financial probity and a 
statement was posted on Supernal's 
website in 2011 declaring that it 
could no longer afford to produce 
CDs but would carry on distributing 
them. But the website has not been 
updated for months, and in February 
2012 Kurtagic submitted a form to 
Companies House in the UK asking 
for the dissolution of Supernal Music 


so it would appear that he has given 
up on the music business as a 
cultural battleground. 


Wermod & Wermod 


While he may have turned his back 
on converting others to the white 
nationalist cause through music, 
Kurtagic is still active as a book 
publisher. He established Wermod & 
Wermod Publishing Group (W&W) 
several years ago and it has since 
published both non-fiction and 
novels expressing far-right 
viewpoints. As part of its 
palingenesis project (‘palingenesis’ 
or the myth of national rebirth into a 
new golden age is seen as a core 
component of fascist ideology 
according to the respected scholar, 
Professor Roger Griffin) these 
include new reprints of books by 
American writers who have 
influenced the development of white 
nationalism, including racist 
eugenicist Lothrop Stoddard (1883- 
1950), scientific racist Madison 
Grant (1865-1937) and Francis 
Parker Yockey (1917-1960), the 
fanatical antisemite and fascist 
theorist who envisaged a reborn 
Europe with pro-Soviet leanings as a 
bulwark against the influence of 
American liberalism. 


Revisionism 


W&W has also published an essay 
collection by the Croatian white 
supremacist Tomislav Sunic and an 
analysis of British fascism by Troy 
Southgate, Nazis, Fascists or 
Neither? Ideological Credentials of 
the British Far Right 1987-1994. 
This book is a simplistic and 
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revisionist account of British fascism 
which minimises and downplays the 
racism and antisemitism of groups 
such as the National Front and 
International Third Position as well 
as their ideological debt to fascism 
and Nazism. It reveals very little 
interesting detail about Southgate's 
own groupuscules, the English 
National Movement/National 
Revolutionary Faction, but 
unsurprisingly praises them as the 
most effective nationalist groups of 
their era. Several sections of the 
books are ill-informed rants about 
Searchlight even though our close 
analysis of the ideological 
permutations of these groups has 
generally been pretty accurate. 


Esoteric Hitlerism 


Kurtagic has also published 
Southgate's ‘alternative history’ 
novel about Hitler and his own novel 
Mister, a ‘dystopian white 
nationalist novel’ which features an 
anti-hero who rebels against a 
‘totalitarian politically correct 
bureaucracy’ with the help of an 
‘underground of esoteric Hitlerists’. 
Having waded through some of its 
dyspeptic prose, | think it’s unlikely 
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to be a bestseller or influence the 
radical right as much as The Turner 
Diaries. 

This strange obsession with 
occultist fascism is reflected in 
Kurtagic's announcement that 
Wa&W is undertaking the first official 
translation into English of the series 
of books on ‘esoteric’ Hitlerism by 
Miguel Serrano. Serrano’s picture 
adorns the banner of W&W's 


’ website and Kurtagic, who speaks 


fluent Spanish, has already 
translated several of the late Chilean 
nazi's interviews and other works. 
Serrano (1917-2009) is at the 
extremist fringe of the extremist 
fringe. He was a youthful member 
of the Chilean nazi party before 
embracing virulent pathological 
antisemitism during the war and 
becoming increasingly involved in 
the occult. Despite working for a 
while as Chilean ambassador to 
India, Yugoslavia and Austria, and 
developing friendships with such 
impressive figures as Swiss 
psychologist Carl Jung and German 
novelist Herman Hesse, Serrano was 
simultaneously developing his own 
bizarre and half-baked occult ideas 
into an all-encompassing conspiracy 


Former Chilean Nazi Miguel Serrano, whose work Kurtagic is eagerly translating 


theory of history and cosmology. In 
the 1970s he became far more 
public in his overt Nazism and 
published in Spanish three lengthy 
books on Hitler which defy easy 
summary* but posit that the Aryans 
were descended from a race of gods 
who used to live at the poles, the 
Jews are in an evil global conspiracy 
against them and Hitler is a divine 
manifestation. That Kurtagic is 
interested in giving such extremist 
nonsense a wider audience does not 
reflect well on him or his publishing 
company. 


Conclusion 


If readers have stuck with me this 
far, | hope they can see that Kurtagic 
is an interesting case study in the 
variety of ideological permutations 
and cultural manifestations of racism 
and white nationalism that exist in 
the 21st Century. There is a strange 
continuum for the metapolitical 
fantasies of a parallel ‘purified’ white 
culture which stretches from 
national socialist black metal music 
and novels to blogs and 
conferences. And from the seeming 
respectability of pseudo-academic 
discourse advocating ‘white rights’ 
and the dystopian alternative reality 
of fictional universes to the explicit 
racial separatism and antisemitism of 
the UK New Right and the Hitler- 
worship of occult fascism. There is 
little originality in Kurtagic's thought 
but he is emblematic of the synthesis 
of certain ideological and cultural 
terrains and new forms of activism 
and white racist consciousness- 
raising which we ignore at our peril. 


* Interested readers are referred 
to Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke's, 
Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric 
Nazism and the Politics of 
Identity, NYU Press, 2002; 
Joscelyn Godwin, Arktos: The 
Polar Myth in Science, 
Symbolism and Nazi Survival 
(Adventures Unlimited Press, 
1996) 


American Renaissance 
conference takes to the woods 


By Leonard Zeskind 


THAT THE AMERICAN 
RENAISSANCE 2012 conference 
took place at all was a cause for 
minor celebration by the 
participants. The scientific racists, 
academics, lawyers and assorted 
white nationalists who attend these 
events had been frustrated for the 
past several years by anti-racists 
who had successfully protested their 
events, rendering it nearly 
impossible for them to fool a private 
hotel in a big city into booking their 
confab. So this time the so-called 
racial realists retreated to the 
Tennessee woods. Specifically, 
American Renaissancers had to drive 
almost an hour west of Nashville 
airport before they got to 
Montgomery Bell State Park, where 
they parked over the 16-17 March 
weekend. They were all pleased with 
the results: a quiet affair amid 
beautiful surroundings with little 
noise intruding from the outside. 

By all accounts, the antisemites in 
the mix kept quiet about the “real 
enemy", while American 
Renaissance chief Jared Taylor tried 
to construct a viable white 
nationalism without open hatred of 
“the Jews". David Duke did not 
attend to stand up and demand a 
discussion of the people he loves to 
hate. Michael Hart did not pull out, 
insulted that David Duke had been 
allowed to pull off his unseemly 
stunt. There was little snarky 
national socialist sideline banter like 
that which acolytes of William Pierce 
had produced in the past. 

The main subject at hand is always 
the problems created by people of 
colour and white liberals who want 
to live in a society of political and 
social equality among the races. And 
Jared Taylor spoke as if this crowd of 
racists was really a group of 
Copernicus-like seers into the 


workings of the universe. Unlike the 
first Renaissance conference that 
took place in 1994 at an Atlanta 
airport hotel, however, this event 
focused less on the “problem", and 
more on finding a solution. Various 
forms of eugenics were proposed. 
Sam Dickson once again proposed 
the “ethno state”, not mentioning, 
of course, the Yugo-like bloodshed 
and horror that would be necessary 
to institute such a thing. American 
Third Position (A3P) presidential 
candidate Merlin Miller, a 
Hollywood film industry insider 
turned white nationalist, told the 
crowd that his was the only party 
concerned with “white 
dispossession”. And Robert 
Weissberg argued that white 
nationalism itself should be 
abandoned in favour of finding 
segregated white enclaves to live in 
- which is what many white people 
are already doing. 

Several Europeans and Brits are 
usually present. In the past, British 
National Party boss Nick Griffin has 
spoken to much acclaim. “France for 
the French" nationalist Guillaume 
Faye has also attended several times. 
Faye was once a founding member 
of the French New Right associated 
with Alain de Benoist, but 
subsequently broke with de Benoist, 
who now considers Faye an 
“extremist”. At this year's event 
Faye predicted racial mayhem in the 
century to come. No news there. 
From the British Isles came Alex 
Kurtagic, an author and musician of 
Slovenian and Spanish descent. 
Kurtagic proposed that attendees 
stop whining about their fate and 
start acting in a positive manner. 
Positive action, by his account, was 
cultural action; meaning everybody 
should start doing what he was 
doing — or something like that. His 


was the most impressive 
contribution, but it was lost on the 
American Renaissancers, who have 
essentially become an organisation 
of whiners. 

Their usual complaint is about 
anti-racists who have made their 
search for a conference venue in big 
metropolitan areas so difficult. They 
believe that the fact that the only 
reason their attendance level has 
fallen from 250 to 150 is because of 
the anti-racists. But there are other 
issues that have plagued American 
Renaissance, beginning with Jared 
Taylor's stated desire to create a 
white nationalist think tank that is 
free from overt antisemitism. Simply 
put, the antisemites who over- 
populate his movement don't like 
such a change in orientation. And in 
the recent past, a number of new 
centres of intellectual activity have 
emerged, such as the National Policy 
Institute, The Occidental Quarterly 
journal, and American Third 
Position, which do not constantly 
trip over questions about Jews and 
antisemitism. 

The death of Sam Francis has also 
hurt the Renaissancers, as he was 
the only person among them with a 
strategic sensibility that could not be 
duplicated. (His death has similarly 
put a dent in the Council of 
Conservative Citizens operation.) 
And the aging of the average 
Renaissancer has continued, along 
with the failure to find young, new 
blood. 

As it turns out, Jared Taylor's best 
hopes for success may lie not in the 
United States but in France. On 10 
March he gave a talk to 700 French 
nationalists in Paris, at an event put 
on by the organisation “Nationality, 
Identity, Citizenship”. Taylor loved it. 
And it wasn't in the Tennessee 
woods. 
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Return of the para 


By Gerry Gable 


AFTER OSWALD MOSLEY and his 
supporters in the British Union of 
Fascists and National Socialists were 
defeated on the streets at Gardiners 
Corner, Aldgate, and Cable Street in 
1936 by up to 250,000 people who 
came out to defend the East End, the 
government of the day took steps to 
ban the fascists from parading in their 
uniforms: black SS-style uniforms and 
jackboots for Mosley's “officers” and 
the infamous blackshirt for the troops 
—anod in the direction of one of his 
financial backers, the Italian dictator 
Benito Mussolini. 


CXF paramilitaries 
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The result was the 1936 Public 

Order Act. Short and sweet, 

section 1(1) stated: 

Subject as hereinafter provided, 
any person who in any public 
place or at any public meeting 
wears uniform signifying his 
association with any political 
organisation or with the 
promotion of any political object 
shall be guilty of an offence: 
Provided that, if the chief officer 
of police is satisfied that the 
wearing of any such uniform as 
aforesaid on any ceremonial, 
anniversary, or other special 
occasion will not be likely to 
involve risk of public disorder, he 
may, with the consent of a 
Secretary of State, by order permit 
the wearing of such uniform on 
that occasion either absolutely or 
subject to such conditions as may 
be specified in the order. 

Subsection 2 ensured that a 
prosecution under this section could 
only proceed with the consent of the 
Attorney General. The provision 
remains in force today. Nevertheless 
some old Mosleyites still turn up at 
reunions sporting a dark shirt under 
a lounge suit for reasons other than 
their fashion sense. 

Colin Jordan, the godfather of 
postwar British Nazism, ended up 
behind bars in late 1962 after the 
Public Order Act was invoked against 
him and fellow members of his 
criminal National Socialist Movement's 
paramilitary wing, Spearhead. They 
included people such as the late John 
Tyndall, who went on to lead the 
National Front and form today's 
British National Party. 

Jordan, who died on 9 April 2009, 
had served in the final days of the 
Second World War as a Commissioned 
Officer in the Royal Army Educational 
Corps, but always felt a close affinity 
with the Royal Marine Commandos 


ilitaries 


based at Plymouth, where his secret 
supporters distributed his nazi 
propaganda. It was also around that 
time that a Royal Navy rating, one of 
Jordan's members, was convicted for 
distributing nazi leaflets and trying to 
recruit fellow sailors. 

Mosley's postwar Union Movement 
had members in the Royal Air Force 
who got the boot because of their 
political activities. 

The “commanders” of the two 
National Socialist units that carried out 
arson attacks on 34 Jewish communal 
buildings in London in the mid 1960s, 
and were jailed after three Old Bailey 
trials, were a serving Welsh Guardsmen 
Hugh Llewellyn Hughes and an 
invalided out young paratrooper 
Malcolm Sparks, both still active on 
the far right, at least until recently. 
Searchlight's role in catching these 
dangerous men and a woman, Jordan's 
former wife, was praised by a senior 
judge at the end of one of the trials. 

A fumbled attempt to set up a new 
version of Spearhead by a group of 
NF activists at the end of the 1960s, 
run by former military policemen Ron 
Tear and a former Colonial Service 
judge, collapsed after Searchlight 
infiltrated and exposed it, leaving 
NF leader Andrew Fountaine no 
option but to shut it down. 

At various times both the NF and 
the BNP tried hard to create an ex- 
service personnel organisation. The 
Association of British Ex-Servicemen 
always fell apart because people 
would join claiming long service 
careers, but turned out not to have 
served at all. In some cases they 
had not even been born when the 
medals they turned up wearing 
were awarded. 

Today a new paramilitary outfit is 
roaming the streets, seemingly at will. 
The Combined Ex-Forces, commonly 
known as the CXF, turned up last 
November alongside BNP leaders Nick 
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Griffin and Simon Darby at their 
overnight Protect the Poppy vigil 
outside the Royal Albert Hall in 
London. Surrounded by a group 

of tough-looking young men all 
wearing what can only be described 
as paramilitary uniform, Griffin 
appeared at last to have found a 

way of not having to rely on cocaine- 
snorting overweight BNP thugs. Some 
displayed CXF insignia, others had 
various badges and patches 
purporting to show their former or 
current military links. 

The following day the North West 
Infidels (NWI), a splinter off the 
English Defence League, with links to 
the CXF, threatened to go to St Paul's 
Cathedral and shoot the Occupy 
protesters. At this the City of London 
Police and Metropolitan Police moved 
in and rounded up 175 of them at a 
pub in Whitehall, and transported 
them to a holding facility in south 
London, before telling them to push 
off some hours later. 

After at least 17 convictions in this 
country of far-right activists on charges 
relating to firearms, bombs and 
chemical weapons (documented in 
Searchlight's report Lone Wolves: Myth 
or Reality) and many more for racially 
motivated arsons, criminal damage to 
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Serving Marine Commando Ralph Hebden (bottom right) posing as Steve Davis on a BNP activity near the TUC conference in Liverpool, September 2009 


mosques and other buildings and 
assaults, we would have thought that 
$O15, the MPS's Counter Terrorism 
Command, would have scrutinised 
these characters with a fine-tooth 
comb. Yet the provisions of section 1 of 
the 1936 Public Order Act have never 
been invoked against them. 


Meet Ralph Hebden 


One of the serving Marines running 
around with the CXF is Ralph Hebden. 
Seen at various NF and NWI events in 
the North West recently, Hebden also 
hangs around with BNP dissident 
elements. Hebden tries to put 
antifascists off his scent and even puts 
about stories to prevent his fascist 
associates from knowing where he lives. 

One of the pieces of disinformation 
he has peddled with some success is 
that his name is Steve Davis, which is 
how he is captioned on the generally 
very good blog run by Liverpool 
Antifascists, who were fed this story 
to mislead those trying to combat 
fascist violence. Last year Hebden 
stalked an antifascist couple with a 
video camera in an attempt to cause 
fear among the fascists’ enemies, only 
exacerbated if they were looking for 
the wrong man. As a service to 


antifascists in Liverpool and elsewhere, 
we picture him here correctly 
captioned. 

Hebden has served two tours of 
duty in the Royal Marine Commandos 
in Afghanistan in recent years. When 
he is not on active service he spends 
his time with far-right groups mainly 
in the North West and the Scottish 
Borders, which may be where he is 
stationed. 

He boasts that he is trying to recruit 
fellow Marines on active service in 
Afghanistan. The Marines have suffered 
many casualties, many are resentful and 
may prove a fertile recruiting ground, 
particularly when successive British 
governments send our troops off to 
fight in pointless and difficult conflicts 
only to return to find that cutbacks 
mean premature retirement, no jobs 
and exposure to the unsuppressed 
rantings of the EDL and BNP. 

It is not only in Liverpool that 
antifascists are being fed incorrect 
information based on poor intelligence 
gathered from far-right websites full 
of disinformation, Facebook pages 
and paid informants. Searchlight has 
always worked on the basis that the 
best intelligence comes from our own 
sources who are dedicated volunteers, 
not paid mercenaries. 
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By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S 
2010 accounts were finally published 
late last month — they were due last 
July - and did not disappoint. They 
confirmed the party was heavily in 
debt and, for the third year running, 
revealed significant deficiencies in 

its financial records. 

In asmart move aimed at damage 
limitation, party leader Nick Griffin 
had warned in the latest BNP 
members’ bulletin that the accounts 
would make “grim reading”, adding 
that “the controlled media will use 
them to say we're ‘finished’”. But, 
he continued, “The figures show 
what the situation was two years 
ago. They are a dated snapshot 
from when we were at our most 
overstretched. 

“The 2011 accounts, which are on 
schedule to be submitted on time 
later this year, show a remarkable 
turn around and recovery. Best of all, 


“Hello Jim, what do you mean you've shredded 
all the wages records?” 
Leader Nick Griffin (left) with treasurer Clive Jefferson 
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‘accounts reveal 
inancial disaster zo 


on present trends we are on course 
to announce that the British National 
Party is debt free again before the 
end of this year," he concluded. 

The “turn around and recovery” 
would indeed have to be remarkable 
and this is by no means the first time 
the BNP has made such promises. At 
31 December 2010 the party owed 
£582,961 to suppliers of goods and 
services, HM Revenue and Customs 
and its own branches, groups and 
units. In the bank just £15,846, an 
estimated £1,000 in petty cash and 
amounts owed to the party of 
£15,846 (p20 of the accounts). 

Not a healthy financial position. 

The amount owed to suppliers 
might have been greater. In October 
2010 Jim Dowson, the BNP’s 
fundraising and management 
consultant at the time, wrote to the 
party's creditors giving them a week 
to accept an offer of 20p in the 
pound “in full and final payment” of 
their outstanding invoices. He made 
it clear that if creditors did not 
accept the offer they would 
“inevitably ... end up with nothing 
at all". The accounts do not reveal 
how much, if anything, of the party's 
debt was written off as a result. 

Curiously, on 4 February 2012, 
after the accounts had already been 
finalised — the auditors signed them 


off on 23 December 2011 — Griffin 
told a BNP organisers’ conference 
that the party was £850,000 in debt 
on 31 December 2010, adding the 
now familiar refrain that this was 
only a “snapshot of the appalling 
situation of two years ago”. It is 
unlikely he didn't know the true 
figure, so was he deliberately 
exaggerating to make the reality, 
when revealed, look better? 

Even the bottom line figure — 
the net liabilities on the balance 
sheet — was, at £755,249, nearly 
£100,000 less than Griffin's jaw- 
dropping revelation. That figure was 
boosted by the inclusion of a life 
membership provision of £195,249 
and advance subscriptions of 
£81,701. The life membership 
provision is an accounting 
adjustment to allow for the fact that 
life members, of whom there were 
905 at the end of 2010 (p8), will 
not pay annual membership fees in 
coming years. The provision, which 
was incorrectly not made in 2009, 
subtracts a proportion (in this case 
91%) of life members’ fees, from 
income in the year in which the 
fees are received, and releases it 
gradually over the following ten 
years as if they were paying each 
year (p21). The deduction of 
advance subscriptions is a similar 


adjustment to allow for members 
who join other than on 1 January: 
the proportion of their membership 
fee that covers a period in 2011 is 
treated as income of 2011. 

Although these provisions are 
(correctly) liabilities in the accounts, 
they are not sums that the party 
will actually have to pay anyone, 
but they ensure that the BNP’s 
financial health (or lack of) at the 
end of 2010 is not overstated. 


Record loss 


Where the accounts really are 
“grim reading” is in the income and 
expenditure account (p16). Never 
before has the party's loss for the 
year come anywhere close to the 
£401,962 of 2010. This compares 
with a loss in 2009 of £57,202, and 
in 2008 of £82,642. Even bearing in 
mind the distortion caused by the 
failure to adjust for life membership 
in 2009, this is a dreadful result. 

Clive Jefferson, who was 
appointed party treasurer in 
October 2010, blames the decision 
“made at the end of 2009 to keep 
the staffing and infrastructure level 
through to the General Election 
campaign of 2010” (p11). Much of 
this was for the office in Belfast set 
up by Dowson, who controlled a 
large part of the BNP's operations at 
the time. Dowson is not named in 
the accounts but is a looming 
presence over them. 

Jefferson, who Griffin claims 
brought “extensive real world 
business experience” to the BNP’s 
treasury organisation (p4) — the 
mind boggles as to what kind of 
business this was — states that on 
his appointment he “started a 
controlled logical downsizing of our 
central operation” and “cut staffing 
and general running costs by over 
80%" (p11). He does not explain 
that the closure of the Belfast office 
was more the result of Dowson 
falling out with Griffin than any 


decision by him. 

Rather obviously — but perhaps 
a remark directed at the BNP's 
members whose understanding 
of accounts matches their political 
sophistication — Jefferson points out 
that the cuts he made at the end of 
2010 do not show in the 2010 
accounts but will be visible in the 
accounts for 2011. His measures 
to deal with the deficit must have 
been pretty amazing if Griffin is to 
believed when in summer 2011 he 
stated that the party owed only 
£52,000. That claim appeared in a 
leaflet entitled Myth Busters which 
Griffin sent to party members 
during his campaign for re-election 
as chairman, but we will examine 
it nonetheless as we would not 
accuse Griffin of lying to secure the 
defeat of his challenger and fellow 
MEP Andrew Brons, by the 
narrowest of margins, without 
justifying such a claim. 

In 2010 the BNP's income was 
£1,264,677, of which donations 
were £818,433. Donations included 
a legacy of £175,000, according to 
the accounts (p17), although only 
£174,000 was reported on returns 
made to the Electoral Commission 
for the last two quarters of 2010. It 
is likely that most of the donations 
were made before the general 
election in May 2010. Jefferson 
refers to a “drop in donations after 
the election" as a result of the 
party's failure to elect an MP (p11). 
Griffin comes up with three reasons 
for the fall in income. 

Firstly, there was the fact that the 
“massive fund-raising operation of 
the previous two years was always 
going to hit its three year 
effectiveness limit unless there was 
a huge new influx of new inquiries 
and members during the General 
Election" (p1). In other words 
members and supporters were fed 
up with being asked to turn out 
their pockets again and again. 

Secondly, though much the same 


thing really, the “dashing of 
unrealistically high expectations” 
for the general election, 
“gerrymandering by importing and 
targeting thousand of African voters 
in Barking and Dagenham" (the 
myth recycled) and “far-left 
manipulation of the facts and 
artificial presentation of failure ... 
cost us the large infusion of ‘new 
blood’ we needed to maintain our 
income stream at the level of the 
previous years” (p1). 


Secret state 
black ops? 


The third is the most interesting. 

In 2010 an undercover Metropolitan 
Police officer was revealed to have 
infiltrated an array of antiracist, 
anarchist and environmental protest 
groups for seven years, acting as an 
agent provocateur and police 
informer. One of the activities in 
which Mark Kennedy took part was 
an antifascist protest against the 
BNP's 2009 Red, White and Blue 
summer festival in Derbyshire, 
where he was seen on TV news 
coverage egging on a crowd to 
charge a police line. 

Based on this incident, Griffin 
alleges disruption of the party by 
undercover police officers, saying: 
“While there is as yet no concrete 
proof of the identities of those 
involved, the extensive black 
propaganda campaign in which 
they clearly played a part 
contributed to a near total lack of 
income in the three months after 
the election” (p2). In other words, 
he has no evidence whatsoever but 
as the state infiltrated antifascist 
groups, it must also have infiltrated 
the BNP and must be the cause of 
whatever problems Griffin cannot or 
doesn't want to explain any other 
way. It's quite a leap ... except 
that the state undoubtedly does 
infiltrate the BNP. It's only that 
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Griffin hasn't discovered who the 
state agents in his party are and 
what they are up to. For the record, 
we consider any state interference 
in the democratic political process 
to be unacceptable. The BNP should 
be fought by antifascists showing 
that the fascist party has no solutions 
for the problems faced by the 
working class, not by reliance on 
unaccountable state agencies 
working to their own agenda. 

So it is fair to assume that 
donations in 2011, with no major 
elections, were a fraction of the 
2010 figure. What of membership 
income, which in 2010 stood at 
£305,070 (p17)? Brons recently 
revealed that the BNP had only 3- 
4,000 members of whom around 
1,000 were life members. The 
BNP has several different categories 
of membership at varying cost, 
making it impossible to calculate 
income but about one third of the 
2010 figure might be a fair estimate. 

The third highest income source 
in the 2010 accounts is £96,079 
from “commercial activities" of 
which £93,079 is described as from 
“publications” (p17). What this 
could be is unclear. The party hardly 
sells many copies of its Voice of 
Freedom newspaper and has not 
published anything else that would 
generate that sort of income other 
than the campaign leaflets that 
party branches have to pay for. 
Again this is a figure unlikely to 
be repeated in 2011. 

Add to this the absence of any 
large donations reported to the 
Electoral Commission in 2011, 
except for £10,000 given by 
Adam Champneys, one of the 
party's regular donors, in Novem 
ber 2011, and it is not looking 
good for the 2011 accounts. Total 
income of more than £600,000 
would be pushing it. 

Remember that the party owed 
£582,961 on 31 December 2010 
and assume that despite an evidently 
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preposterous claim to have “cut 
staffing and general running costs 
by over 80% without the permanent 
loss of any core functions of the 
party” (p11) Jefferson could not 
have cut total expenditure, which 
came to £1,666,639 in 2010, to 
much less than £500,000, and that 
doesn't leave much surplus in 2011 
to pay off the old debts, certainly 
not by the middle of the year as 
claimed. Some expenditure was not 
under his control, in particular legal 
fees to pay for all Griffin's reckless 
court cases, which amounted to 
£85,562 in 2010. We'll see when 
the 2011 accounts appear: at the 
end of July if Jefferson is to be 
believed. Griffin's target of a 

“debt free" party by the end of 
2012 is also something we will only 
believe when we see it, noting that 
this is slightly different to his claim 
to have already turned the party's 
finances around at the organisers’ 
conference this February. 


The not-so-secret 
Trafalgar Club 


The drop in support for the party will 
also have affected donations to the 
Trafalgar Club, the members of 
which pay at least £20 a month in 
return for an invitation to an annual 
dinner on the weekend nearest to 
21 October graced by the party 
chairman himself, and occasional 
other events. The club sells itself 
primarily to people who cannot join 
the party because they might lose 
their job or reputation. 

The Trafalgar Club has been 
described as secretive, but a note 
about the party's administration 
department (p5) hardly backs up 
that allegation: “The party also has 
a fund-raising body, the Trafalgar 
Club, which is administered by this 
Department under the party 
constitution”. The secrecy also 
does not extend to the cost of 


running the club, which in the 

2010 accounts is stated as £6,952 
(p17). The club's income is not 
separately identified in the accounts. 
That's because it doesn't need to be. 
Accounts generally categorise 
expenditure under a variety of 
headings but donations are just 
donations. 

Griffin's daughter Jenny Matthys 
took over administration of the 
Trafalgar Club in autumn 2010, 
but there is no evidence that the 
club's income is channelled into 
Griffin's own pocket. Though 
guilty of multiple failings as 
chairman, Griffin is not stupid. 
When in February 2009 he was 
sent a cheque for £5,000 payable 
to him personally, in what was 
probably an attempt to entrap him 
into committing an offence under 
electoral law, he immediately 
passed the money to the nominally 
independent but in reality BNP- 
linked trade union Solidarity, thus 
circumventing the problem, even 
though the BNP would have 
needed the money. So he would 
hardly do something so obvious as 
to conspire with his daughter to 
pocket Trafalgar Club donations 
month on month. And the auditors, 
Silver & Co, would have asked 
questions. 

Before leaving the figures and 
turning again to the equally 
interesting “chairman's 
introduction", a word about their 
accuracy. Like in 2009 the auditors 
state that the accounts “give a true 
and fair view” (that's a “pass” in 
audit-speak) but “they cannot be 
classed as ‘true and fair’, under the 
usual definition of that term" (so 
only a qualified “pass") (p15). 
Further doubt is cast by the 
declaration that they “cannot 
form an opinion as to the 
completeness of the financial 
statements". That assessment 
follows a list of failings including 
absence of bank reconciliations, 


inadequate recording of receipts 

and sources of income, payments 
that could not be verified or vouched 
to records, cash drawn for no known 
reason, and “insufficient records 
available to fully justify staff costs, 
wages or professional costs of 
£207,898" (p14). This last figure, 
we are told (p18), is costs “provided 
through a third party without 
documentation being retained" — 
Dowson again, through his company 
AdLorries.com. 


Enter the 
Government bank 


One element of the failings is 
not the BNP's fault. A note on page 
19 explains that the party was 
unable to get statements from the 
Royal Bank of Scotland to enable 
the account to be checked. 
Claiming the party had twice 
written to RBS and not received 
even an acknowledgement, the 
note states: “It is unlikely that other 
political parties encounter such 
problems, something which 
provides an insight into the unusual 
difficulties encountered in the 
preparation of these accounts”. 

lf true then this is unacceptable 
behaviour by RBS, which alongside 
NatWest is part of the RBS Group 
in which the Government holds 
a stake of over 80%. The bank 
was prepared to take the BNP’s 
money, so should provide the 
same service as to any customer. 

Griffin's introduction examines 
the BNP’s fortunes in 2010, 
“perhaps the most difficult” year 
in the party's history (p1). His 
problem is to explain why the 
party first failed to secure Griffin's 
election to Parliament in Barking, 
east London, and then after the 
general election failed to capitalise 
on the 563,743 votes it gained, 
more than double its previous 
general election total. 


The usual suspects are listed: 
media manipulation, censorship 
by the BBC, a “postal vote system 
customised to maximise the Labour 
vote”, not forgetting the “legal 
assault by the Commission for 
Equality and Human Rights” (p3) 

— though consistently misnaming 
the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission cannot help. 

While attacking the BBC, Griffin 
has a kinder word for Channel 4, 
which aired “an unusually objective 
documentary, The Battle for 
Barking”, which “revealed the full 
extent of what we had been up 
against in terms of the Labour 
party's £100,000 campaign in 
Barking” (p2). 

The film, shown on More 4 on 
30 November 2010, was indeed 
one of the more interesting 
programmes on the BNP, though it 
had its failings too. Its producer, 
Laura Fairrie, followed both the 
Labour and the BNP campaigns for 
a year up to election day and 
succeeded in getting an insight into 
why some sections of the white 
working class are attracted to the 
BNP despite the extensive antifascist 
campaigning that went on in 
Barking. The BNP lost all its 
councillors in Barking and 
Dagenham - so the antifascist 
campaign succeeded — but still 
turned in a worryingly large vote. 


Storm successfully 
weathered 


One thing almost entirely missing 
from these accounts is any reference 
to the internal strife that beset the 
party during 2010 and grew over the 
following year. Only on page 4 does 
Griffin recognise that “an Unholy 
Alliance of ‘internal’ opposition and 
openly far-left assaults went into 
overdrive in a clear attempt to finish 
us off". He claims the party 
“weathered the storm”. 


The accounts record paid-up 
membership at 31 December 2010 
as 10,256 compared to 12,632 in 
2009 (p8). In May 2010 the BNP's 
Advisory Council meeting was told 
the party had 14,000 members. 
Whether any of these figures are 
true is impossible to say. The figure 
is not one that the auditors needed 
to verify. 

The list of Advisory Council 
members (p9) makes interesting 
reading. People such as Emma 
Colgate, Paul Golding, Eddy Butler, 
Mike Howson, Chris Beverley, 
Andy McBride are long gone, as 
are many of the branches, groups 
and contact units listed on page 2 
to 4 of the separate regional 
accounting unit accounts. The 
regional accounts, which bring 
together the finances of the local 
groups, purport to show a profit 
of £75,015 for the year, but their 
most interesting feature is that 
the balance sheet (p16) doesn't 
balance. The discrepancy is 
£14,529. One wonders whether 
the Electoral Commission, which 
held these accounts back for some 
weeks for checking, noticed this. 
Strangely, a note on page 15 points 
out the difficulty of reconciling 
transactions between the central 
party and the region, not all of 
which were recorded, and states 
“the accounts have been balanced 
by way of a contribution from the 
Party in these accounts". Who's 
having whom on is anyone's guess. 


BNP fundraiser Jim Dowson: by 2010 his Midas touch 
had turned to dust 
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Nationalist unity call: but fz 


By Sonia Gable 


NATIONALIST UNITY is the name of 
the game for Andrew Brons, rival to his 
fellow British National Party MEP and 
party leader Nick Griffin. Brons 
rebranded his BNP Ideas website as 
Nationalist Unity Forum last month 
and, in a move that has sparked 
controversy in the huge anti-Griffin 
camp, Peter Mills writing on the site on 
16 March has called upon 
“nationalists” to support the BNP in 
the Greater London Authority elections 
on 3 May. 

Explaining that he “left the party in 
disgust” Mills points out that: “the 
BNP is fielding a candidate in the 
London Assembly elections this coming 
May, so is the National Front, and so 
far there is no other nationalist party 
doing so, and no other nationalist party 
which appears to be able to muster the 
scale of active campaigning the BNP is 
calling for and very likely to achieve". 

“Scorn, resentment, back-biting and 
bitterness against other nationalist 
organisations will get nationalists 
nowhere, especially at election times”, 
Mills points out, adding “If you are a 
nationalist at heart, and you live in the 
Greater London area, and you may 
have rejected the BNP High Command 
on principle ... then | would simply ask 
you: is it worth cutting off your nose to 
spite your face? 

“Let us live up to our chosen 
principle of newfound Nationalist Unity 
— let us at least support the only 
nationalist candidates in this election. 
For heaven's sake let us show Unity of 
idealism and not simply hand an 
uncontested victory to the venomous 
anti-British parties!" Mills concludes. 

Many rejected his heartfelt plea. 
“Utter nonsense" said “John G" the 
first to comment. “Support for the BNP 
candidate is direct support for Nick 
Griffin. A good result will bolster his 
position, when every genuine 
nationalist wants him out." Others 
disagreed. “Regardless of party 
allegiance it is the nationalist cause that 
is paramount”, posted “martin”. A 
suggestion by “Dave Yorkshire” that 
nationalists instead unite under the 
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National Front banner was quickly 
dismissed on the grounds that the NF is 
“too weak, with hardly any activists or 
members”. 

Whether the BNP actually has more 
activists in London than the NF is a 
moot point, as our report on pages 18- 
19 shows, but the BNP at least has 
greater name recognition among 
voters. Interestingly, neither Mills nor 
any of the commenters mentions the 
English Democrats (EDP), despite that 
party having attracted several former 
BNP activists including Chris Beverley in 
Leeds, who used to act as the BNP’s 
liaison with hardline German Nazis. 

Nationalist unity was also on the 
agenda at a meeting at the Lane Ends 
pub in Burnley, which brought together 
around 50 far-right activists from 
several far-right parties on 10 March. 
Organised by Sharon Wilkinson, the 
BNP's last remaining councillor in 
Burnley, and John Cave, former BNP 
deputy mayor of Padiham, the meeting 
once again failed to decide on any 
alternative to the BNP. Those present 
included key activists and organisers 
from the BNP, the England First Party, 
including its chairman Mark Cotterill, 
the outright Nazi British People’s Party 
and the tiny Democratic Nationalists, 
which barely exists outside Bradford. 

The meeting welcomed the 
announcement that Neil Craig was to 
contest the Bradford West 
parliamentary by-election on 29 March 
for the Democratic Nationalists. Craig 
was the only far-right candidate: the 
BNP failed to contest the election 
despite coming fourth in 2010 with 
3.1% ahead of the UK Independence 
Party, Respect, the Green Party and the 
Democratic Nationalists which took 
1.1%. The BNP’s absence is a sign of 
its weakness in Brons's Yorkshire 
stronghold. 

Peter Rushton, deputy editor of the 
England First Party's publication 
Heritage and Destiny, called on all 
nationalists to support Sharon 
Wilkinson's campaign to retain her 
council seat on behalf of the BNP in the 
council elections on 3 May. That spirit 


It's all in the name: underneath Andrew Brons's 
rebranded Nationalist Unity website nothing has 
changed 


of unity was not shared by Griffin 
loyalist Chris Vanns, who stood outside 
taking photographs of participants in 
an attempt at intimidation. 

Adrian Davies, former chairman of 
the now defunct Freedom Party, told 
the meeting that Griffin's current 
strategy represented a reversion to the 
mid 1980s. This development is not 
really surprising. The BNP has lost huge 
numbers of activists and is no longer in 
a position to mount more than token 
election campaigns in many parts of 
the country. In contrast, the English 
Defence League has attracted several 
thousand supporters in the three years 
of its existence, but they are only 
loosely held together and devoid of 
much political direction. Griffin has his 
eye on mobilising them under his 
leadership, but recognises that they are 
more likely to respond to a strategy on 
the lines of the NF political soldiers that 
Griffin led in the 1980s than to a 
conventional political party. That is why 
Paul Weston's attempt to attract EDL 
supporters into his tiny British Freedom 
Party produced little take-up: few EDL 
members are interested in the 


v-vighe rewiltis #rignienal 


: sustained leafleting and canvassing 
needed to fight elections. 

At the end of February, Griffin lifted 
the BNP's proscription of the EDL and 
welcomed cooperation with its 
“members”, overlooking that it is not a 
membership organisation, while 
criticising the fact that it was “financed 
not out of the pockets of its 
overwhelmingly working class grass- 
roots, but by a tight-knit group of 
wealthy businessmen". That's easy to 
say for a party that rarely attracts any 
large donations. 

The attraction to Griffin was that the 
EDL “has carved out a loose mass 
following among a whole new 
generation of young working and 
middle class Brits. Scores of thousands, 
if not hundreds of thousands, of them 
have developed a basic political and 
ethnic awareness thanks to the 
existence and activities of the EDL and 
its Scottish and Welsh sub-sections." 

But Griffin saw an opportunity to 
replenish the depleted ranks of his 
supporters. The EDL is “now riven by 
factionalism and dissent, however, 
there is a serious risk that this 
following, influence and energy will go 
to waste" he said. “If the EDL recovers 
its cohesion, all well and good, we'll be 
pleased to see that good work 
continuing. But if it doesn't, we cannot 
afford to turn our backs on this 
reservoir of new awareness among the 
young generation.” 

So far, and not surprisingly, the EDL 
has largely rejected the advances of the 
BNP's beleaguered leader, although 
individual activists of both 
organisations have been seen on the 
streets together. And last month the 
EDL's leader Stephen Lennon told the 
Reuters press agency that the group 
intended to form its own new political 
party to be called the Freedom Party. 
“The British political anti-Islamist party 
will be launched in May at our Luton 
demonstration.” he said, explaining 
that the EDL wanted to move on from 
holding street demonstrations to 
contesting elections. We will see 
whether its members have any 


enthusiasm for the hard slog needed to 
get somewhere at the ballot box. 

The coming local elections will show 
how fragmented the far right has 
become. The BFP will contest a 
smattering of seats in the South West 
and perhaps a few other places, but 
will shun London, where it has no 
presence. The EFP will largely be 
confined to the North West. The NF, 
Democratic Nationalists and perhaps 
others will stand a handful of 
candidates. The best many of them can 
hope is that nationalists are not pitted 
against nationalists. To that end 
Weston and Brons held talks recently, 
with Andrew Moffat, a former aide of 
the historical revisionist writer David 
Irving, acting as intermediary. 

The BNP meanwhile may struggle to 
get the 375 council candidates 
(excluding London) it needs to secure a 
party political broadcast. The EDP also 
has designs on a TV broadcast and has 
called on supporters to put in 
nomination papers even if they cannot 
campaign. 

The EDP does not expect to average 
more than 2.5% outside London, 
according to party leader Robin 


Would-be English Democrat mayor of Salford Michael Felse (centre) 


Tilbrook, but believes it has a real 
chance of winning the mayoral election 
in Salford. The EDP already has one 
directly elected mayor, Peter Davies in 
Doncaster. Its Salford mayoral 
candidate, Michael Felse, was one of 
the losers in the Doncaster mayoral 
election in 2009, when he stood as an 
independent. Apparently he was so 
impressed by Davies he joined up and 
stood for the EDP in Dewsbury in the 
general election. Felse's other claim to 
fame is that he was chosen as Parade 
Queen at the Manchester Gay Pride 
festival last August. Ironically, Davies 
tried to withdraw funding from 
Doncaster's Gay Pride event. 

It was largely because of the EDP’s 
efforts in securing the necessary 
signatures that Salford is holding a 
mayoral election in May. Meanwhile 
Davies may be on his way out: a 
referendum on whether to keep an 
elected mayor in Doncaster is taking 
place, also on 3 May. 

Nominations for the council and 
mayoral elections in England and 
Wales close on 4 April. In Scotland 
candidates must put their papers in by 
29 March. 
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By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY is desperate to regain its seat 
on the London Assembly, but is struggling because of its tiny 
activist base. Steve Squire, the BNP's London organiser who is 
expected to head the party's London Assembly list, will also 
be hit by competition from the English Democrats, who will 
contest the London-wide poll. 

The BNP claims to have raised the £25,000 necessary to stand 
for mayor (£10,000 deposit), appear in the mayoral election 
booklet, which is sent to all London voters (another £10,000), 
and put forward a list in the London-wide poll for 11 “top-up” 
Assembly members (£5,000), Actual campaigning and potentially 
the production of a party political broadcast will cost more. 
The BNP does not generally contest the 14 constituencies. 

In 2008 the BNP won an Assembly seat which was occupied 
by the former Barking and Dagenham BNP councillor Richard 
Barnbrook. When he left the BNP in 2010, he remained on the 


Drowned rats canvassing in the former BNP stronghold of Dagenham on 16 March. 
How the mighty have fallen Photos: David Hoffman 
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Assembly as an independent, leaving his former party with 
nothing. Stung by this, the BNP has recently announced that 
successful election candidates will have to pledge to repay the 
costs of electing them if they leave the party. 

The BNP’s mayoral candidate is Carlos Cortiglia, a surprising 
choice for a nationalist party. A Uruguayan born to Italian 
and Spanish parents, who came to Britain in 1989, he told a 
meeting of Argentinian businessmen that he would have 
fought for the Argentinian Junta in the Falklands war had he 
got the chance. 

The party used the substantial donations from its London 
organiser Steve Squire to re-equip its “Truth Truck", an 
advertising vehicle better known as the Lie Lorry among 
antifascists and disgruntled fascists who were conned by their 
leadership several times over to finance its purchase and 
maintenance. The vehicle travels around the country mostly 
attracting derision. 

BNP members were led to believe that Squire's fortune was 
inherited from his late father, a well known National Front 
candidate and dirty tricks landlord back in the heyday of 
the NF, who was twice jailed for assault. Others claim Steve 
Squire made his fortune from the Soho sex trade. 

Squire, who is expected to head the BNP's London Assembly 
list, had to surrender himself to Enfield police in late March to 
answer allegations that he had been engaging in a campaign 
of harassment against Eddy Butler, the former BNP national 
organiser who is now prominent in the English Democrats 
Party. Rumours that Butler had been charged with assault 
proved unfounded. 

The BNP is also contesting a by-election in Goresbrook 
ward, Barking and Dagenham. This was the party's very first 
seat in the borough won by David Kelley in September 2004. 
The BNP failed to retain it after Kelley resigned in May 2005, 
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BNP activists gather to go canvassing in Morden on 16 March. Yes, that's all of them. 


but went on to take 12 seats in 2006, all of which were lost 
at the next election in 2010. Bob Taylor is the BNP candidate 
for the by-election on 19 April 2012. 

BNP members seem to have little confidence in their party's 
electoral prospects. A weekend of action on 17-18 March 
attracted just a handful of activists in Barking and Dagenham, 
and Morden, as our pictures show. 

The English Democrats failed to raise the £20,000 needed 
to field a mayoral candidate and appear in the election 
booklet, preferring to use what funds they had to contest 
mayoral elections in Salford and Liverpool. However the party 
will put forward a list for the London-wide Assembly poll, 
headed by Roger Cooper, the party's London chairman. 

Party leader Robin Tilbrook told Searchlight that he expects 
the EDP to take around 1% of the London-wide poll, well 
short of the 5% needed to win a seat but — helpfully - enough 
to make a difference to the BNP’s chances, as the two parties 
appeal to broadly similar voters. Tilbrook knows that gaining 
voter recognition is a long-term process. 

The EDP will also stand in a few constituencies, including 
Havering and Redbridge, the constituency that offers the best 
prospects. The BNP stronghold of Barking and Dagenham 
falls within City and East, a constituency that also includes 
Newham and Tower Hamlets, neither of which is likely to 
prove fruitful for nationalist parties. The EDP candidate in 
Havering and Redbridge is Mark Twiddy, who says in a brief 
statement on the local Barkingside 21 blog that he wants 
Mayor Boris Johnson to stop calling for more people to come 
and live in London. He also wants underground stations and 
trains to be more wheel chair friendly and fares rises to be 
restricted. All very worthy and not racist, though for some 
reason Twiddy, who in 1984 was a member of the fascist 
National Front according to an NF membership list obtained 


by Searchlight at the time (see Searchlight August 1985), 
does find it necessary to point out that the English Democrats 
are “a non-racist party”. 

The National Front is also taking part in the GLA elections 
but is struggling to fund the £10,000 deposit that would allow 
Tess Culnane, who joined and left the BNP and was in and out 
of litigation with them, to stand for mayor. Our observations 
of NF canvassing is that the party's activists are easily counted 
on the fingers of one hand. The NF is likely to contest some 
constituencies, and may field the veteran Nazi Richard 
Edmonds in Havering and Redbridge. Culnane will again stand 
in Greenwich and Lewisham. 

Rumour has it that Edmonds has been trying to persuade his 
old friend Twiddy to stand down to leave the way clear for 
himself. Nomination papers for the GLA elections have to be 
lodged by 28 March, a few days after we went to press. 
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It pays to advertise: Barry Wilkes's scaffolding company’s very expensive truck (above right) | Photos: Daphne Liddle 
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Analysing Extremism 


‘Proud and Prejudiced’ - more 


By Dr Mark Pitchford 


CHANNEL 4 documentaries 
featuring Tommy Robinson 
and Nick Griffin aired since 
the last issue of Searchlight. 
First, Proud and Prejudiced 
juxtaposed Robinson and 
Sayful Islam, highlighting the 
similarities between these 
two extremists. One week 
later, Keith Allen meets Nick 
Griffin provided a more 
lighthearted, though equally 
illuminating, view of the 
leader of the BNP. These 
programmes provided a 
platform for Robinson and 
Griffin to appear reasonable, 
and to clarify their views. 
Instead, they gave a 
predictable and pathetic 
performance that left the 
viewer no wiser, whilst at the 
same time allowing 
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researchers of the far right 
more insight into these 
individuals and the 
organisations they lead. 
Perhaps the most easily 
predictable conclusion was 
the continued traducing of 
the whole Muslim 
community. Both Robinson 
and Griffin have frequently 
claimed that they are not 
opposed to individual 
Muslims, or to the Muslim 
community as a whole. The 


documentaries reflected this. 


Robinson told his followers 
they were fighting “militant 
Islam". Griffin informed 
Allen that it was “Muslim 
fundamentalism” that was 
inimical to peace. Both, 
implying, thereby, that they 
did not oppose Islam per se. 


Repeatedly, however, the 
mask slipped. For Robinson, 
Islam presented Britain with 
a “complete clash of 
cultures", not Islamism. 
Britain was a country where 
“everyone's in harmony 
apart from the Islamic 
community", not just Islamic 
fundamentalists. Most 
chilling, Robinson stated that 
“The Islamic community”, 
and not just its criminal 
element, would “feel the 
full force of the English 
Defence League” for any 
future crimes wrongly 
perpetrated in the name of 
Islam. What did you mean 
by this Tommy? Smashed 
Asian shopkeepers’ 
windows perhaps? Burning 
of their books? 


Griffin is, admittedly, more 
experienced and polished 
than Robinson. He clearly 
understands the importance 
of image, and that becoming 
an MEP has lent him an 
element of credibility. 
Consequently, Griffin 
attempted to provide a more 
nuanced argument that 
identified ideology, rather 
than a community, as the 
cause of problems. Griffin 
argued that Islam provides 
Muslims with an ideology 
that makes it difficult for 
them to assimilate into British 
life. He seemed to be holding 
out the tantalising prospect 
of an intellectual discourse on 
the causality and 
development of ideology, a 
possibility reinforced by his 
acknowledgment of the 
existence of Sufism, a liberal 
version of Islam. Like 
Robinson, however, the mask 
slipped. For Griffin, anyone 
adhering to the Muslim faith 
was “a menace to anybody 
near them". His claim that 
the “whole drive of modern 
Islam is fundamentalist” 
revealed the hollowness of 
his acknowledgment of 
liberal Islam. Moreover, his 
glib dismissal of wrongs 
committed in the name of 
Christianity whilst at the 
same time describing 
“Islam as inherently wicked, 
simple as that", showed how 
Griffin uses Islam to 
denigrate a whole 
community. As Keith Allen 
said, Griffin's comments 
“sounded like racism by 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


like Predictable and Pathetic! 


another name, admittedly 
more nuanced”. 

It is this nuance that 
provides the greatest danger. 
For, if the far right can make 
Islamophobia rather than 
overt racism resonate beyond 
its normal constituency, they 
will have found a recruiting 
vehicle far more successful 
than the anti-immigrant 
position of the National Front 
in the 1970s. It is in this light 
that we should view the far 
right's most emotive 
traducing of Muslims. Griffin 
brought up the grooming of 
white girls by “racist Muslim 
paedophile gangs”. Robinson 
highlighted the same issue at 
the EDL’s Tower Hamlets 
demonstration when he 
stated, “These streets of East 
London do not belong to the 
paedophile Muslim gangs". 
Paedophilia is a crime that 
brings out our most atavistic 
reaction. It severely tests my 
objection to the death 
penalty. | suspect the same 
applies to many likeminded 
people. However, when 
Robinson and Griffin 
explicitly identify paedophilia 
with Muslims, they ignore the 
existence of these criminals in 
all societies, and incite 
violence against people who 
are equally horrified by it. 
Such comments are the 
contemporary synecdoche of 
the 1980s phrase “black 
muggers”. Either Robinson 
and Griffin are careless, in 
which case they should clarify 
their position, or they are 
acting deliberately, which 


would reveal their comments 
as something much more 
sinister. 

The documentaries 
revealed some other 
predictable areas. Political 
scientists, historians and other 
academic commentators have 
identified a number of 
features that, whilst not all 
exclusive to far-right groups, 
tend to mark them out as 
having fascist characteristics. 
These include the advocacy 
and use of violence, belief in 
an elite-led conspiracy, a 
palingenetic ultra-nationalism 
harking back to a mythical 
golden age, and a tendency 
to fractiousness. To varying 
degrees, these features were 
present in the documentaries. 

The EDLs violence was 
evident. Proud and 
Prejudiced showed the EDL's 
roots in football hooliganism, 
readiness to engage in street 
protest and willingness to 
suffer custodial sentences for 
it. Indeed, it revealed the 
EDL as suffused with a 
culture of violence. Griffin 
portrayed to Allen a 
contemporary BNP purged of 
its “white, male, thuggish 
kind of persona”, but the 
violence of BNP campaigners 
at Barking during the 2010 
election in the documentary 
suggests otherwise. Both 
Robinson and Griffin implied 
that a weak, liberal elite 
ensured that Muslims 
received preferential 
treatment, especially, in the 
EDL's case, when compared 
to their demonstrations. Yet, 


both documentaries clearly 
showed the police filming 
Islamic extremists, and in one 
the forceful search and arrest 
of those suspected of 
belonging to a banned 
Islamist organisation. In 
getting Griffin to wax lyrical 
about Kipling’s verse set to 
English folk music, Allen 
brought out the BNP leader's 
admiration of a golden age 
of British imperialism and, 
possibly, a hankering for it. 
Both men clearly lead 
organisations with a 
tendency to division. In 
Robinson's case, the 
documentary showed him 
having to deal with the EDL's 
more overtly racist elements 
and calls from supporters for 
stronger methods. Allen's 
film portrayed Griffin faced 
with a leadership contest and 
open dissent from party 
members. Indeed in the long 
period between the making 
and airing of Allen's film, 
three of Griffin's entourage, 
including Jim Dowson seen 
on screen, set up their own 
breakaway groups or left for 
others. These, and other 
examples in the 
documentaries, cast an 
intriguing light for those 
considering the true nature 
of the EDL and BNP. 

This is all depressingly 
familiar. Perhaps we should 
end, therefore, on a note of 
optimism. The documentaries 
also revealed the pathetic 
side of Robinson and Griffin. 
A “catholic taste” in music 
that includes black music and 


anti-racist groups such as the 
Clash was Griffin's none too 
opaque attempted version of 
the racist trope “I'm not a 
racist, | know many black 
people”. The BNP’s request 
that Allen's production 
company meet their security 
costs was hardly the image of 
a viable party. Griffin's smirk 
at the problems caused to 
Allen by the presence of a 
disabled couple suggested a 
ridiculous delight at the 
discomfort of others. 
Robinson's attempt to explain 
his membership of the BNP as 
a product of youthful 
ignorance was unconvincing. 
It left many obvious 
questions unanswered. 
Thereafter, his pathetic side 
became apparent. He allowed 
the film crew to follow him as 
he got drunk, insulted a 
Muslim worker, and threw a 
stone at a police officer. We 
can have some optimism 
that, by revealing their 
pathetic side, Griffin and 
Robinson will not attract too 
many more voters. 


Dr Mark Pitchford is 
Visiting Research 
Fellow, King's College, 
London, British Fellow, 
Radicalism and New 
Media Group, 


Northampton University, 
and Managing Editor 
e-Extreme, Newsletter 
of the ECPR’s Standing 
Group in Extremism 
and Democracy 
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By Cathy Pound 


ROMA ACTIVISTS AND Traveller 
Solidarity Network came together to tell 
Birmingham trade unionists how 
legislation and hostility was driving 
Gypsy, Irish Traveller and Roma 
communities into oblivion. Roma 
throughout Europe flee from regular 
attacks but at best can settle where 
they will experience less overt brutality 
and it is shameful that they cannot 
expect to be genuinely free from 
hostility and discrimination in all areas 
of their lives when they settle in the UK. 

Similarly, Gypsy and Irish Travellers 
in the UK have been forced to live a 
more settled life as legislation 
effectively criminalises their lifestyle. 
With a massive reduction in 
authorised pitches (an estimated 
shortage of 20,000 pitches), which 
allow freedom to travel and stop 
legally, Gypsy and Irish Travellers are 
forced to settle in one place, only to 
face the hostility of the local 
community and evictions from their 
own land by local authorities. Jenny 
Clapham of the Traveller Solidarity 
Network informed the meeting that 
90% of planning applications by 
Travellers are rejected compared to a 
20% average rejection rate. Human 
rights legislation is one tool being used 
to establish the right to “culturally 
appropriate housing”, which means 
that when someone is officially 
homeless, bricks and mortar must not 
be the only option offered. 

The high profile eviction from Dale 
Farm has farcically shifted many 
families just 200m down the road as 
they genuinely have nowhere to go. 
As Kathleen McCarthy, from Dale 
Farm, said in the film shown at the 
meeting, no one would choose to live 
in the conditions that those families 
find themselves in now. “We are just 
human beings", she said, not animals 
and not criminals. 
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Czech Roma activist Ladislav Balaz, 
himself in danger in his home country 
because of his work defending the 
rights of Roma, echoed this same 
lament. “We are Roma, we are just 
human beings", he said as he spoke of 
the simple needs of Roma when they 
arrive fleeing persecution. Czech 
Republic nationals face “special 
transitional rules” as an A8 member of 
the EU, so many Roma are informed 
that they have no right to remain and 
no right to housing or any benefit. 

Ladislav spoke of the state of 
permanent fear and intimidation in 
which the Roma community are living 
in the Czech Republic, Hungary and 
elsewhere throughout Europe, 
including the high-profile mass 
evictions in Italy and France. We heard 
of the need for advice, support and 
solidarity with the Roma community 
across Europe. Practical help was 
required and outrage needed to be 
expressed by the non-Roma 
community, who had the power to 
expose what is happening and to stand 
with Roma to demand equality for all. 
Our demands, he said, are the same as 
yours, to demand decent housing, 
education, lack of discrimination in 
employment and health. The aim of 
Europe-Roma is to re-link 
the Roma communities 
throughout UK and 
Europe, to provide a place 
to turn for all Roma when 
faced with the harsh 
reality of choosing the 
safest place for their family 
to live. 

A harrowing conclusion 
from the meeting might 
have been that it was not 
merely a way of life being 
destroyed but an attempt 
to end an existence of 
entire peoples, effectively 


forcing a policy of assimilation: live our 
way, in bricks and mortar, or not at all. 


A way forward 


To ensure the above does not become 
a reality actions were agreed. The 
importance of the Traveller, Roma and 
Gypsy (TRG) and settled communities 
working together and in collaboration 
with each other was noted as a new 
phenomenon arising out of Dale Farm 
and formalised in the establishment of 
the Traveller Solidarity Network. 

A call was made to mark Roma 
Nation Day on Sunday 8 April 2012, 
in London, or by making contact with 
the nearest Roma community and 
seeking to join them to celebrate the 
day as an act of solidarity. Roma 
Nation Day events can be found at 
www.romanationday.org. 

The meeting was sponsored by 
Birmingham Unite the Union and 
Birmingham National Union of 
Teachers. The Traveller Solidarity 
Network attended as part of a 25-leg 
tour, more of which can be found at 
www.travellersolidarity.org. 

Ladislav Balaz, Chair, EUROPE- 
ROMA CZ-UK can be contacted at 
Idslvbalaz@gmail.com. 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


TUC conference 2012 fringe meeting 
Fighting Fascism On All Fronts 
Tuesday 11 September 2012 5.30-7.00pm 
Old Ship Hotel, Kings Road, Brighton BN1 1NR 


(a few minutes from the Brighton Centre, on the seafront) 


Speakers so far: 


Leonard Zeskind, award-winning US author, leading 
US expert on the far right and Director of the Institute 
for Research and Education on Human Rights 


Frank Dobson MP, founding chair of 
Labour Friends of Searchlight 


Dominic Byrne, Divisional Secretary 
Barking and Dagenham NUT 


Megan Dobney, Regional Secretary SERTUC 


Chaired by Cathy Pound, Searchlight 
TU liaison officer 
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Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) 
will have a stall at the TUC conference in 
Brighton 9-12 September and at some 
other TU conferences during 2012. 


Confirmed TUFS stalls so far are at: 
¢ NUT conference in Torquay 6-8 April 
¢ BECTU in Manchester 26 May 


See www.searchlightmagazine.com for updates 


Offers of help welcome, 
please contact Cathy Pound at 
editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Sponsored walk 
commemorates 75th 
anniversary of the 
founding of the 
International Brigades 


IN JUNE 2012 WALKERS will 
commemorate the volunteers from 
across Europe who crossed the 
Pyrenees into Spain 75 years ago to 
support the Spanish Republic against 
the forces of fascism. Some 2,500 
British and Irish volunteers joined the 
International Brigades as part of more 
than 35,000 worldwide. Many gave 
their lives in the fight for freedom, 
including 530 from Britain and Ireland. 

In early 1937, shortly after the 
Brigades were formed, the French 
Government closed the border with 
Spain under the “non-intervention” 
pact. After the closure, volunteers 
were led by night along smugglers’ 
paths to avoid French border guards. 

The walkers are a genuinely 
international contingent, reflecting the 
composition of the Brigaders who were 
prepared to lay down their lives in the 
fight for freedom. They will undertake 
the walk over the double bank holiday 
weekend in early June 2012, starting 
at Perpignan on Saturday 2 June and 
returning on Tuesday 5 June. 

Walkers will cross the Pyrenees on 
Sunday, stopping along the way at 
several memorials, to remember the 
Brigaders, and volunteers from the 
medical services, read from their poems 
and memoirs, and sing their songs. On 
Monday, they will join Spanish friends 
and representatives of the Catalan 
Government to rededicate a plaque 
in the Castle of Saint Ferdinand in 
Figueras, which honours the Brigaders. 

While remembering the many 
Brigaders who crossed the Pyrenees 
to go to the aid of the democratically 
elected Spanish Republican 
Government, the aim is also to raise 
funds for the International Brigade 
Memorial Trust (IBMT), a registered 
charity, number 1094928. 

If you would like to sponsor a 
walker and make a donation to the 
IBMT, please contact Pauline Fraser, 
email: pbf262@googlemail.com or 
tel: 020 8506 0088. 
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By Alfio Bernabei 


NEOFASCISTS PLAYED A role in the 
killing of Pier Paolo Pasolini, the 
writer and film director, who was 
found battered to death on the night 
of 1 November 1975 on a stretch of 
beach at Ostia, near Rome. 

Thirty seven years after the event 
that shook Italy's cultural and 
political world, a picture is gradually 
taking shape of a planned execution 
carried out by a gang of up to six 
people. At least two of them 
frequented a branch of the MSI 
(Movimento Sociale Italiano), the 
party founded after the Second 
World War by the diehard nazifascists 
of Mussolini's Sald Republic. 

Some testimonies also point to links 
with individuals who were later to be 
found connected to the terrorist 
organisation Armed Revolutionary 
Nuclei (NAR — Nuclei Armati 
Rivoluzionari), as well as with the 
Roman underworld associated to the 
far right, in particular the Banda della 
Magliana, a criminal gang that was 


Pino Pelosi, the only man convicted for 
the killing 
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subsequently named during 
investigations into some notorious 
murders, including those of the 
former Prime Minister Aldo Moro 
and the banker Roberto Calvi. 

The disappearance of documents 
belonging to Pasolini, and the hastily 
discarded testimonies gathered by an 
undercover agent who obtained 
confessions from the two neofascists 
of responsibility in the murder, also 
cast doubts on the role of the Italian 
Secret Service and members of the 
judiciary. Both were at the time 
heavily infiltrated by P2 (Propaganda 
Due), a Masonic lodge that was 
using rightwing terrorists and petty 
criminals to carry out atrocities and 
executions as part of the so-called 
“strategy of tension”. 

Suspicion is mounting that Pasolini’s 
murder was carried out within the 
framework of P2's plans 
to subvert the constitutional order. 
According to the 1981-1984 
parliamentary investigation led by the 
MP Tina Anselmi, P2 was acting as a 
clandestine “parallel government” or 
“a State within the State”. 

Interest in Pasolini's murder was 
reignited last December when Pino 
Pelosi burst into a crowded room 
during the presentation of a book in 
Rome and announced that the killer 
was still alive. Pelosi, now 53, was 
arrested on the night of the crime 
and told police he had acted on his 
own to protect himself from sexual 
advances. He was 17 at the time. 
With his nine and a half year jail 
sentence well behind him, Pelosi is 
now admitting that he was used by 
people who had devised a plan to 
silence the author. 


At the time of his death Pasolini 
was vehemently attacking destructive 
forces in Italian society which, in his 
opinion, were creating a wasteland 
for a whole generation of young 
people, a process amounting to a 
kind of mental rape for which much 
of the responsibility rested with the 
politically corrupt ruling Christian 
Democratic Party and its cronies. 

In books and articles he was 
proclaiming the need to put “the 
State on trial", by which he probably 
meant the entire Cabinet, the heads 
of the then publicly owned 
companies and a large chunk of the 
military and even of the judiciary. 
Endowed with a clear insight into the 
riddles and obfuscations of power 
games, he was convinced that Enrico 
Mattei, President of ENI, the Italian 
Petrol Company, had been 
assassinated in a staged plane crash. 
A book he was working on at the 
time of his death, Petrolio (Oil), 
published posthumously, dealt with 
the Mattei affair. After Pasolini’s 
murder 78 pages disappeared from 
the only manuscript in existence. 
They have never been found. 

Rumours have circulated for years 
that the man who took over from 
Mattei, Eugenio Cefis, was the real 
head of the P2 Masonic Lodge, part 
of the Stay Behind/Gladio 
organisation. The purpose of this 
network was to prevent the 
Communist Party from gaining 
enough strength to form a 
government. Among the 
“gladiators'" tasks was to maintain 
a climate of fear through terrorist 
acts with the objective of making a 
military intervention appear 


justifiable for the restoration of 
law and order. 

Acting through a variety of 
neo-Nazi outfits, the P2/Stay 
Behind/Gladio network was 
targeting those who were getting 
too close to unmasking its plotters 
at the top. Journalists and leftwing 
investigative magistrates were the 
victims of attacks and assassinations. 
As a novelist and film maker 
reaching for truths outside the purely 
forensic, Pasolini could be perceived 
even as a bigger threat. Moreover, 
he had a huge following among the 
intelligentsia. Though capable of 
embarrassing blunders, like his 
servile interview with the poet 
Ezra Pound, his firm stance against 
fascism was to be found in virtually 
every book he wrote. Many of his 
films also focused on a critique of 
oppressive forces, whether in the 
shape of social conventions 
(Theorem, Pigsty) or perverse 
political power (Sa/d, or 
the 120 Days of Sodom). 

At the time of his death he was 
completing the latter film, perhaps 
the most eloquent and disturbing 
attack on fascism in the history of 
cinema. The plot dealt with the 
sexual components of power and 
its maintenance taken to murderous 
extreme. Using the literary 
framework of one of the Marquis 
de Sade's libertine novels, he was 
showing how even sophisticated 
cultures ranking high in the 
production of the arts — music, 
literature, architecture, all referred 
to in the film — can succumb to the 
unscrupulous manipulation of power 
hungry thugs who, by imposing their 
will on supine populations, can abuse 
and destroy whole generations. 

With unprecedented directness, 
Pasolini was warning audiences that 
while nazifascist threats can be easily 
detected when dressed up in the 
conventional garbs of brutal 
domination, enabling a counter 
reaction, it is far more dangerous 
when the process of subjugation is 
carried out in ritualistic forms of 
apparent ordinariness by seemingly 
innocuous people, until they turn 
into monsters, by which time it's too 
late and everyone feels complicit and 
compromised with the fait accompli. 
This is why the message of Sa/6 was 
and remains so shocking. 


Particularly in Italy, where no purge 
had occurred after the Second 
World War, the film contained an 
exhortation to remain vigilant about 
nazifascists lurking in every office, in 
every street, in schools, at newspaper 
desks, among intellectuals and in 
the Church. 

Seen in the light of Pelosi's most 
recent revelations, Pasolini's murder 
was planned with extreme care. First, 
there was the theft of film cans from 
the shooting of Sa/d. Pasolini wanted 
to retrieve the material. The youth he 
had befriended, Pelosi, already in 
contact with petty criminals and 
neofascists, was probably used as the 
go-between to let the author know 
that the cans could be retrieved, but 
if he called the police or made too 
much noise everything would be 
destroyed. As Pasolini and Pelosi 
remained in contact, the chances 
were that sooner or later the latter 
would entice the homosexual author 
to some secluded place where the 
killers could step in and commit the 
crime undetected, thus allowing the 
“killed by his own depravity” version 
of events to prevail in the 
investigations and in popular belief. 

On the night of 1 November 
Pasolini and Pelosi drove to a beach 
in Ostia. Pelosi now says that soon 
after they parked, a scooter arrived 
with two men. Then a car pulled in 
with three or four men on board and 
finally a second car arrived carrying 
only its driver. “We had been 
followed all the way", Pelosi says. 


Police examine the murder scene on a beach at Ostia 


The trap having been set, Pasolini 
was savagely beaten up. One of the 
cars drove repeatedly over his body 
to crush the thorax and make sure 
he was dead. 

Pelosi maintains that he took the 
blame for the killing because his 
family received threats. At his trial it 
was found that he could not have 
acted alone. No investigations 
followed to find his accomplices. 

A confession of responsibility in the 
crime obtained by a lone undercover 
policeman, Renzo Sansone, who 
questioned two brothers, Giuseppe 
and Franco Borsellino, was quickly 
discarded. Pelosi now confirms the 
two brothers, who frequented the 
MSI branch in the Tiburtino district 
of Rome, were indeed present at the 
scene of the killing. Among others 
named is a man called Sergio Pinna, 
who vanished soon after, never to be 
found again, and Giuseppe Mastini, 
still in jail because of a string of 
murders. According to some 
testimonies, Mastini’s links with 
neofascists went as far as being 
friendly with Gilberto Cavallini who 
was to become one of the leaders of 
NAR, the nazifascist armed group 
whose members were later to be 
found guilty of the 1980 Bologna 
massacre in which the P2/Gladio 
organisation was involved. 

There are many aspects of 
Pasolini’s murder that are still unclear. 
But little doubt remains that those 
who decided to silence him relied on 
some neofascists for his execution. 
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Sarkozy panders to the 


By Laurence Elliott 


WITH POLLS CONDUCTED in early March indicating that 
Nicolas Sarkozy's position is becoming increasingly precarious, 
the French president now faces the toughest electoral battle of 
his career if he is to fend off the socialist candidate and current 
favourite Francois Hollande. In an attempt to redirect support for 
the populist xenophobe Marine Le Pen, the incumbent 
conservative made a number of proposals aimed at winning 
back the large number of his former supporters who now 
sympathise with the National Front (FN). 

In a televised debate on 6 March, Sarkozy appealed to the 
growing far-right electorate by announcing that “there are too 
many immigrants in France” and that integration attempts are 
failing. “Our system of integration is working more and more 
badly, because we have too many foreigners on our territory 
and we can no longer manage to find them accommodation, a 
job, a school,” he said. 

Addressing thousands of his supporters several days later at 
a rally, Sarkzoy also claimed he would pull France out of the 
open border Schengen agreement if EU immigration policies 
were not strengthened. “In the coming 12 months, if there is 
no serious progress, France would then suspend its 
participation in the Shengen accords until negotiations 
conclude," declared Sarkzoy in his bid for five more years at 
the Elysee Palace. “France cannot accept being subjected to 
the shortcomings of Europe's external borders." 


Nicolas Sarkozy bidding for the FN’s vote to retain the presidency 
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In a separate two-hour interview, Sarkozy insisted that 
residency qualifications for immigrants would be toughened, as 
well as disclosing his plans to limit welfare for existing foreign 
workers, despite admitting the benefits that immigration brings 
to the French economy. “Over the five year term | think that 
to restart the process of integration in good conditions we 
must divide by two the number of people that we welcome, 
that's to say to pass from 180,000 per year to 100,000,” he 
said. 

These proposals came after the President had already caused 
controversy by calling for all kosher and halal meats to be 
labelled. While this drew significant criticism from leading 
members of France's Jewish and Muslim communities, it also 
divided members of his own party and attracted the scorn of 
Le Pen herself, who claimed that Sarkozy was plagiarising her 
own party's policies. 

Since formally announcing his re-election bid, the President 
has made a visible shift to the right as part of a desperate 
attempt to plug the gap between himself and Hollande, which, 
if we are to believe a recent CSA poll, has him defeating 
Sarkozy by 56% to 44% in the second round. Pierre Guerlain, 
a professor of political science at Paris West University, 
explained that Sarkozy's liberal borrowing from the FN 
manifesto, a strategy not dissimilar to his 2007 election 
campaign, will not work this time around. He argues that 
painting himself as anti-immigration or Eurosceptic will 
ultimately hurt his chances of re-election: 

“In 2007 he won the election because he siphoned off some 
of the vote that went to the far right, so he is campaigning on 
many topics which are the topics of pre-election of the far 
right,” Guerlain told a Russian news site. “But | don't think he 
is really credible. The far right are quite powerful now. The 
people who voted for him five years ago are not going to vote 
for him this time, they are going to vote for the far right 
because they feel they were deceived during his five years 
because Sarkozy was not tough enough on immigration. It is 
an attempt to control the loss of votes, but he is not going to 
be very successful. There is a crisis and the populist right is 
using immigration as a card. It is just rhetoric in order to track 
the populist xenophobic vote. But the more he gains on the far 
right, the more he loses in the centre." 

His attempt at recruiting backers of the FN has not escaped 
the condemnation of France's media and political 


Socialist candidate Francois Hollande widely predicted to win 


establishment, as well as commentators globally, who have 
criticised him for unashamedly trying to tap the part of the 
French electorate many consider to be racist. The Wall Street 
Journal even went as far as to dub him “Nicolas Le Pen”. 

In spite of this largely negative response, his ideological 
shift has produced a small lift in his popularity with French 
voters. Polling taken after Sarkozy's anti-immigration and 
Eurosceptic speech shows him closing the gap on Hollande's 
long-running lead. While he remains firmly in second place, 
this bump in his polling performance will vindicate the 
strategy in his eyes and may encourage further migration 
toward the xenophobic political space usually considered the 
preserve of the FN. 


It is unclear, however, if this slight surge will continue, as 
Sarkozy's previous attempts at courting FN voters (holding 
national debates on French identity, banning the wearing of 
full-face veils in public, expelling thousands of eastern 
European Roma) actually backfired tremendously. Every public 
shift he made boosted Le Pen's popularity and isolated many 
of his own supporters. Even now, various centrists and 
moderate conservatives who have traditionally supported 
Sarkozy in the past are distancing themselves from their party 
leader. 


Sarkozy nevertheless views such a trade-off in support as 
necessary for defeating Hollande. A risky strategy, as Le Pen's 
own polling stands to receive a bump after she recently 
gathered the 500 signatures from elected officials necessary to 
contest the presidency (despite pressure from mainstream 
politicians on mayors and local officials not to support her). 
While current polling only gives her 17% she still poses a 
serious threat to Sarkozy. Much like with other far-right parties 
across Europe, polling can be a misleading indication of the 
scale of FN support, as many people are reluctant or 
embarrassed to admit they vote for them. As a result, their 
popularity can be underestimated and the threat of the far 
right increasing its political power miscalculated. Add to this 
the greater public approval that the slick and media savvy Le 
Pen has achieved for the FN following the resignation of her 
shamelessly racist and scandal-attracting father, and the 
possibility of an Islamophobic nationalist as French president 
becomes startlingly real. 

There is not long to go until the first round of the election on 
22 April and if the last few months are any indication, the 
remainder of Sarkzoy's desperate campaign for re-election will 
continue to be messy and divisive. He may never be able to 
recapture the moderates now flocking from him and it remains 
unclear whether his gamble on far-right voters will actually 
result in the victory he is hoping for. 


Marine Le Pen: despite cleaning up her party's image she is unlikely to make it to the 
second round 
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Pounding the beat for the third 


millennium 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE “THIRD MILLENNIUM FASCISTS" of CasaPound are the 
model for the development of neo-Nazi movements throughout 
Europe, according to a recent report commissioned by the Czech 
Interior Ministry. 

First mentioned in Britain by Searchlight in April 2006, 
CasaPound today claims to have 25 branches throughout Italy 
and ten abroad, 15 bookshops, eight sports associations, one 
radio station, a recording studio and much more. The boastful 
tendency of its leader, the rock musician Gianluca lannone, 
probably means that only a small part of this is true. But if 
allowed to progress further, this is the fascist organisation that 
in a decade from now will be best placed to mount the 
celebrations for the first centenary of Mussolini's ascent to 
power. 

In spite of being accused of violent aggressions, with a 
number of arrests among its members and sympathisers, 
including the perpetrator of the racist killing of two Senegalese 
in Florence, and house searches that recovered weapons, 
CasaPound can credibly claim to have friends at the highest 
level of politics, including the Rome Municipality, both 
Chambers of Parliament and even in some Ministries. 

To give but one telling example, the longstanding 
CasaPound supporter Mario Vattani, former on foreign 
relations for the Mayor of Rome, Gianni Alemanno, was 
permitted to pursue a full diplomatic career, most recently 
being posted as Consul General in Osaka. He was no cause of 
embarrassment in the Italian Foreign Ministry, where his 
politics were obviously well known, until a passion for the 
black flag of Mussolini's Salo Republic led him to sing at a 
CasaPound concert, where he was greeted with the Nazi 
salute, all posted on YouTube. The exposure has now forced 
his recall. Japan might have protested if he had stayed. 

The author of the Czech 50-page report on the neo-Nazi 
threat is the sociologist and political analyst Miroslav Mares of 
Masary University. He points out how “the influence and 
professionalism of CasaPound, which spurns identification with 
the traditional image of the far-right and presents itself as a 
mainstream political movement beyond the confines of 
traditional left- and right-wing politics", is being taken as a 
model for neo-Nazi groups in several European countries. 

“Professionalism is a key characteristic of the neo-Nazi 
movement of the new millennium,” he says. In the case of 
CasaPound, “there is a managerial leadership and managers 
are groomed for specific activities”. Mares notes in particular 
how CasaPound makes a point of appealing to students. Over 
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the past few years it has 
targeted institutes of higher 
education and universities 
through its student wing, 
Blocco Studentesco, with the 
purpose of taking control of 
student unions and their funds. 
“Our members get an average 
18% of votes at student 
elections in Rome", claims 
lannone. 

The report notes how 
CasaPound “has managed to 
penetrate into everyday public 
life” and tries to present itself 
as “acceptable to society” by 
engaging in activities such as 
assistance to the homeless or 
the unemployed and by 
intervening in ecological tasks, 
such as cleaning refuse from 
woods and forests, help in the 
wake of floods, and the like. 
While proclaiming itself 
“fascist” rather than 
neofascist, a term it considers 
too diluted, it puts on a facade 
of anti-discrimination mediated 
by cultural activities and seeks to attract speakers from left- 
wing parties and even from the LGBT community. 


The report notes how CasaPound plays a fundamental role 
as a model for Nazi groups in Europe because it purports to 
show how it is possible “to unify and moderate nationalist and 
neo-Nazi sentiments" giving them widespread appeal. Part of 
its current plan is to bring together Czech, Hungarian and 
German Nazi groups (particularly from North Westphalia) and 
create platforms of various kinds — from concerts and meetings 
to forums on websites — to allow dialogue on the “Islamic 
invasion" or the expulsion of immigrants, all in the name of a 
“strong and united Europe”. 

CasaPound recently announced that it will put up its own 
“famous candidate" for Mayor at the 2013 municipal elections 
in Rome. It shouldn't come as a surprise if this turns out to be 
the ex-Consul, presented as the ambassador for the “third 
millennium fascists”. 


Mario Vattani, Italy's General Consul in 
Osaka, hails the fascist flag at a 
CasaPound Concert in Rome and 
receives the Nazi salute from his fans 


International Brigade memorials 


desecrated 


By Pauline Fraser 


MONUMENTS in central 
Berlin honouring the 
International Brigades and 
antifascist fighters were 
daubed with swastikas and 
other Nazi symbols at the 
end of February. 

The United Left 
Europe/Left Nordic Greens 
parliamentary group has 
deplored the desecration. A 
statement, presented to 
Martin Schulz, President of 
the European Parliament, 
on 1 March was also 
endorsed by Sabine Losing 
of the German Left Party 
Die Linke, Patrick Le Hyaric, 
President of the Communist 
Party of France, and Willy 
Meyer of IU (Spanish 
United Left) and the 
Communist Party of 

Spain. 

And in a strongly worded 
letter, ACER, the French 
Friends of the Fighters for 
the Spanish Republic, called 
upon Germany's Chancellor 
Angela Merkel publicly to 
condemn the desecration 
and to ensure that those 
responsible for this insult to 
history are caught and 
prosecuted. They say that 
the defacing of the 
monuments is a crime 
against liberty, democracy 
and antifascism. They are 
also calling for the German 
Government to give official 
recognition to the role that 
the International Brigades 


played in the fight against 
fascism and Nazism. 

The attack is a sad 
reflection of the current 
deplorable political climate 
in which such acts are 
perpetrated. Those who 
have visited the memorials 
will feel outrage. On my 
second visit to the Berlin- 
Friedrichshain monument a 
few years ago, | attended 
an event organised by the 
German International 
Brigade solidarity group 
KFSR, in which young 
Berliners, dressed in period 
costume from the 1930s, 
narrated the history behind 
the monuments. They had 
been ably coached by a 
young Spanish youth 
worker. 

Many in the audience were 
either International 
Brigaders themselves or 
members of their families. 
Some of them gave the 
young people quite a 
grilling. But what an 
unforgettable moment that 
must have been for the 
youth involved. They would 
never succumb to the lies 
of the present-day fascists 
who have desecrated these 
fine sculptures. 

Fritz Teppich, the last 
surviving German 
International Brigader, died 
just days before the 
desecration, on 25 February 
2012, aged 94. 


http://www.jungewelt.de 


Swastikas defacing the monument to the “Bruno Baum" Group of antifascist 
resisters in central Berlin 


http://www.jungewelt.de 


— ee ee eee 


Despite cleaning, swastikas are still visible on the monument to the International 
Brigades and the Spanish Republican fighters 1936- 39 in Berlin-Friedrichshain 
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European far-right activists 


gather in Lviv 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


ON 10 MARCH, LVIV became a one-day capital of pan- 
European fascism. On that day, the Ukrainian Autonomous 
Resistance held the conference “Europe of Nations”, which 
gathered ultranationalists from Ukraine, Poland, Russia, 
Belarus, Italy and France. About one hundred people took 
part, of whom 22 were from outside Ukraine. According to 
the participants, the aim of the conference was 
networking, experience exchange and discussion of joint 
activities against “global capitalism, imperialism and 
exploitation”. 

Belarus was represented by the Right Alliance, a youth 
organisation formed in 2004. Despite its far-right ideology, 
the Right Alliance took part in the 2009 presidential 
electoral campaign and was responsible for the security of 
Aleksandr Milinkevic, who was considered a democratic 
politician by many leaders of the European Union. In 2009, 
even more surprisingly, the Right Alliance co-organised the 
Belarusian European Forum conceived as a platform for 
Belarusian civil society to discuss the prospects of 
rapprochement between Belarus and the EU. 

One Belarusian activist read a letter addressed to 
conference participants from the Lithuanian National Youth 
Union, whose representatives were not able to go to Lviv 
as they were busy co-organising an annual nazi march that 
takes place on Lithuania's Independence Day on 11 March. 

Poland was represented by autonomous ultranationalists 
of the website Autonom.pl. According to the Polish nazis 
themselves, their activities were largely inspired by the 
Ukrainian Autonomous Resistance. The latter also seems to 
be the source of inspiration for Russian activists of the 
Volniza website, based in Moscow and St Petersburg, who 
were joined at the conference by autonomous 
ultranationalists from Novosibirsk. 

The “keynote” speaker was Gianluca lannone, founder 
and leader of CasaPound Italia, who brought along 
Sebastien Manificat of the French organisation Solidarité 
Identités to transfer the Western experience of building 
far-right non-commercial organisations to their associates 
in Central and Eastern Europe. In his speech, lannone 
declared: “Our aim is a revolution in Italy. We are not 
going to burn or smash anything; we are just constantly 
and persistently working. We are enjoying broad backing 
from the public at the moment. We are pushing our bill 


30 | Searchlight | April 2012 


Gianluca lannone, CasaPound Italia leader, delivered the keynote speech 


drafts on to parliament. We want to destroy the capitalist 
order and get every citizen ruling the country.” 

The peculiarity of the conference was that it brought 
together far-right activists from Ukraine, Russia and 
Poland, whose histories, during the 20th century, have 
been marked by murderous nationalist conflicts between 
the three countries. However, the conference participants 
are willing to let bygones be bygones (in the “no-more- 
brother-wars” sense) and join forces against their common 
enemies. One Russian activist stated: “Now we understand 
that Ukrainian brothers-in-arms are dearer and closer to us 
ideologically than Russian imperialists. We got rid of the 
imperialist past and have no territorial claims to 
neighbouring states, and we want to fight side-by-side for 
the liberation of peoples enslaved by their governments." 
In similar vein, a Polish representative asserted: “In the 
past, Russia wanted to conquer all countries by force. It 
failed. Now Europe is being seized by the plague of the 
European Union that imposes false values and makes 
people do disgraceful things. We do not agree to this, so 
we fight. And we want to forget past grievances and 


misfortunes, and to enter a new stage in our relationships 
with the Ukrainian people.” 

The Ukrainian far right already have experience of 
European cooperation. The All-Ukrainian Union 
“Freedom” (Svoboda), which largely incorporates the 


Autonomous Resistance movement, is a member of 
the Alliance of European National Movements, a 
Euro-party that has recently been promised €289,266 
(£242,000) of EU taxpayers’ money by the European 
Parliament. 


UNITED STATES 


Arizona mail bomber convicted 
but twin brother goes free 


By Leonard Zeskind 


THE GOVERNMENT case began with a former stripper turned 
paid federal informant dressed in sexy cut-offs with a grenade 
dangling between her breasts. It ended when Dennis Mahon, a 
61-year-old self-proclaimed Aryan resistance leader, was 
convicted of sending a mail bomb to the Scottsdale, Arizona, 
Office of Diversity and Dialogue in February 2004. His identical 
twin brother Daniel Mahon was indicted in the case, but not 
convicted. 

The bomb injured three people, including Don Logan, an 
African American, who was the most seriously injured. He will 
likely remember that the Mahon brothers should have been 
convicted of a hate crime, but weren't. Indeed, all the evidence 
pointed towards racism as the only precipitating cause for the 
bombing. 

Dennis Mahon, an Illinois farm boy, became a Klansman in 
Florida and then an associate of Tom Metzger's White Aryan 
Resistance (WAR). Mahon represented WAR leader Tom 
Metzger on a 1991 visit to Germany, where he met with other 
neo-Nazis and led a ceremonial cross-burning. 

Mahon lived for a while in the Kansas City area before 
moving back to the Tulsa, Oklahoma area. While in Oklahoma, 
he became a target of several investigations after the 
Oklahoma City federal building was bombed in 1995. Mahon 
used to spend time at Elohim City, a nearby Christian Identity 
encampment. While living in his trailer on the campground, he 
became friends with members of the Aryan Republican Army, a 
bank-robbing group of bandits who were all subsequently 
convicted and sent to jail. Timothy McVeigh, who was 
convicted and executed for the bombing, also was familiar 
with the camp. And Mahon may have met McVeigh on the 
Oklahoma gun show and survivalist circuit during that period. 
An investigation by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF) that used a young, pretty, skinhead girl, 
Carol Howe, to get close to Mahon was inconclusive. And 
McVeigh's co-conspirator, Terry Nichols, tried to use the 


Dennis Mahon: convicted after falling for a federal informant 


Mahon connection as a part of his defence. Nichols failed to 
connect any dots, and that ploy failed. 

Mahon moved to Arizona and attended a Phoenix-area 
Aryan Fest in 2004. This outdoor rock and racism event drew 
white nationalists from across the movement's spectrum. It was 
soon afterwards that Mahon bombed the diversity office in 
nearby Scottsdale. Federal ATF agents immediately began an 
investigation of Mahon and, knowing his weakness for 
younger women, planted Rebecca Williams as an informant in 
the trailer park where Dennis was living with his brother. 
Williams hung a Confederate flag on her trailer, dressed in an 
obviously alluring fashion and got to know the brothers 
extremely well. ATF tape recordings of those meetings helped 
convict Dennis Mahon in the mail bombing. 
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Nazis on the Run: How Hitler's 
Henchmen Fled Justice. by Gerald Steinacher, (Oxford 
University Press, 2011), 416pp. £20 hardback 
Hunting Evil: How the Nazi War 
Criminals Escaped and the Hunt to 


Bring Them to Justice by Guy Walters (Bantam, 2010 
paperback edition), 704pp. £7.99 


Reviewed by Adam Carter 


ON 14 JULY 1950 a German 
‘technician’ called ‘Ricardo Klement’ 
arrived in Argentina. Despite his forged 
papers, it's likely that the Argentine 
authorities knew that ‘Mr Klement’ 
was, in fact, Adolf Eichmann, the man 
responsible for co-ordinating the 
eastward deportations of millions of 
European Jews to extermination camps 
during the Second World War. 
Eichmann, of course, was only one of 
many senior Nazi officials who escaped 
justice by fleeing to exile in South 
America, Spain or the Middle East, 
including Josef Mengele, the Auschwitz 
camp doctor and torturer, Franz Stangl, 
Commandant of the Sobibor 
extermination camp, Klaus Barbie, the 
Butcher of Lyon, and Ante Pavelic, the 
Croatian Fascist leader. These were just 
the famous ones: an estimated 30,000 
people guilty of war crimes escaped 
any form of justice. 

How the vile torturers, sadists, 
fanatics and mass-murders of the Third 
Reich managed to escape prosecution is 
a story that has been told numerous 
times but these two very different 
studies both do an excellent job of 
cutting through many of the myths, 
conspiracy theories and misinformation 
which have developed around this 
subject. Most importantly, they both 
lay to rest the old canard — first 
suggested by the legendary Nazi 
hunter Simon Wiesenthal and 
popularised by the novel and film of 
Frederick Forsyth's The ODESSA File — 
that there was an all-powerful escape 
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organisation of ex-SS men called 
ODESSA (or Die Spinne — The Spider) 
that masterminded the escapes. There 
were certainly organised routes and 
networks but they were not centrally 
co-ordinated by some master 
organisation. In many cases they were 


contingent and based on a Nazi version 
of the old-school tie networks — fellow- 


believers and soldiers helping each 
other out. As Walters says, “the truth 
about the Nazi escape organizations, 
beneath the mushroom clouds of 
smoke is that they were similar to an 
old-boy network ... Instead of one big 
fire under the smoke, there were 
instead many small ones, the 
combination of their multiple and toxic 
emissions suggestive of a single large 
inferno. Assistance would also be 
provided on an ad hoc basis ... rather 
than by a co-ordinated group.” 

These networks were allowed to 
flourish for a variety of reasons. Both 
books provide a convincing picture of 
the understandable social and political 
chaos in the immediate postwar era in 
war-torn Europe with millions of 
displaced persons and devastated 
infrastructures. Even for the Allied 
victors, the resources, information and 
organisational competencies necessary 
to track down war criminals were often 
seriously lacking and undermined first 
by a lack of leadership and political will 
and secondly by the rea/politik of the 
early Cold War. 

In these circumstances, it is not 
surprising that some guilty Nazis were 
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able to escape but both books 
document in impressive detail how and 
why so many mass-murderers managed 
to evade justice. In particular, Austrian 
historian Gerald Steinacher provides the 
most exhaustive account yet of the 
main escape route, which led from 
Innsbruck in Austria across the Alps to 
Rome or Genoa, and from there on to 
South America. In so doing he focuses 
in particular on the role of three 
organisations that helped the fleeing 
war criminals: the Roman Catholic 
Church, the International Red Cross 
and the US Central Intelligence Agency. 
The involvement of the Catholic 
Church and how much the Pope knew 


has been much discussed before but it 
is still appalling to read the evidence 
presented here of the active participation 
of Bishop Alois Hudal, Bishop Siri of 
Genoa and Father Krunoslav 
Draganovi¢, among other senior 
Catholic figures, in the escape networks 
and to read about the numerous 
monasteries that sheltered Nazi 
fugitives while they were on the run. In 
Hudal’s and Draganovic's cases they 
were motivated by a strong ideological 
sympathy for fascism but many other 
members of the Catholic Church were 
motivated more by antisemitism or 
anti-communism (bolshevism was seen 
as more godless than Nazism). There 
was also a cynical plan on the part of 
the church to consolidate its own 
position at the social and political heart 
of Europe by converting Protestants to 
its cause and repatriating ‘anti- 
communists’ to South America. 

The significance of the Red Cross has 
not been analysed in this much depth 
before and Steinacher's book contributes 
much that is new here based on extensive 
research in the Red Cross archives and 
elsewhere. The Red Cross issued tens of 
thousands of travel documents, 
without any meaningful identity check, 
and in the refugee chaos of post-war 
Europe these were treated like passports, 
allowing hundreds of Nazis to use them 
for their flight to South America. Some 
of this was down to bureaucratic failure 
and being overwhelmed by the tidal 
wave of displaced persons after the war 
but Steinacher also alleges that leading 
figures in the Red Cross willingly turned 
a blind eye to the known abuses of the 
identity documents because of latent 
antisemitism and anti-communism. 
These are serious allegations but he 
provides a solid case that the Red Cross 
was, at best, woefully incompetent and 
at worst complicit in aiding war 
criminals. 

If the coming Cold War and the 
desire to curb Russian influence were a 
factor for the Red Cross and the 
Catholic Church, then they were a 
major consideration for the intelligence 
agencies. The American Counter 
Intelligence Corps, the CIA and the 
British MI6 (and to an extent, the 
Russians) were all happy to willingly 
ignore someone's terrible crimes if he 
could be an asset in the intelligence 
war. The anti-communist credentials of 
many Nazis were used by them to 
secure the patronage of the British and 
especially the Americans, and it is still 


shocking to read the appalling cynicism 
that led the intelligence agencies to 
employ, protect and help the flight of 
monsters such as Klaus Barbie. 
Steinacher's account of this is fairly 
pedestrian, although Walters is better, 
but there are more detailed sources on 
this including books by Christopher 
Simpson, Stephen Dorril and Richard 
Breitman [1] as well as some more 
recently declassified US material 
released as a result of the Nazi War 
Crimes Disclosure Act [2]. 

Once they had escaped, South 
America was the preferred destination 
for many, especially Argentina, where 
the Argentinian dictator Peron, keen on 
German military, technical, scientific 
and engineering expertise, was willing 
to turn a blind eye to an immigrant's 
dubious past. Steinacher devotes a 
chapter to the Nazi presence in Argentina 
but although this is a decent overview 
it adds little to the account in Uki 
Goni’s book [3]. Steinacher's account 
ends here whereas Walters follows the 
story right up to the 21st century 
including the belated introduction of 
legislation in the US and the UK 
(Searchlight was heavily involved in the 
campaign for the latter) to prosecute 
Nazi war criminals and the handful of 
prosecutions that followed as a result. 

Both books have much to 
recommend them but | do have a few 
criticisms. Steinacher's book is a 
conversion, although updated and 
expanded, of the author's PhD thesis 
and at times it reads like one. The 
author's style completely lacks sparkle 
and the prose can be quite laboured 
and heavy-going, occasionally bogged 
down in the level of bureaucratic detail. 
The other failing is that although his 
book is excellent on the Italian-South 
American ratline, it has little or no 
information on the significant well- 
established escape routes into 
Switzerland and Franco's Spain or on 
the exodus of Nazis to the Middle East 
where some ended up in influential 
positions in the Arab states. 

Walters is a former journalist turned 
popular historian and his press 
background undoubtedly helps him 
with the pacing and the vivid 
anecdotes that occur throughout his 
book including some amusing details 
on the involvement of the British fascist 
leaders Oswald Mosley and Arnold 
Leese in attempts to help fleeing Nazis. 
His is by far the more readable of the 
two accounts and covers a broader 


historical and geographical spectrum. 
However, the book is more loosely 
structured than Steinacher’s which 
means that sometimes his story can be 
difficult to follow as the narrative jumps 
about from place to place and across 
different time periods. 
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‘The stuff of thrillers .. . An enthralling book and a sobering one’ 
PATRICK BISHOP 


HUNTING 


Hunting Evil contains fascinating 
portraits of the Nazi fugitives and their 
living arrangements after their escapes 
to South America and elsewhere (unlike 
in the popular imagination, most lived 
modestly rather than on the proceeds 
of looted Nazi gold) but Walters's focus 
is also much more on the Nazi hunters 
themselves including both the 
professional state, judicial and 
intelligence agencies and private 
individuals such as Simon Wiesenthal 
and Beate and Serge Klarsfeld. Walters 
(quite rightly) clearly admires the 
Klarsfelds but he is repeatedly scathing 
about Wiesenthal whom he accuses of 
exaggeration and distortion, as well as 
of consistently overstating his own 
involvement in tracking down particular 
Nazi fugitives. Walters presents a 
convincing case against Wiesenthal but 
the repeated attacks become tiresome 
and leave a sour taste — for all his 
failings and myth-making, Wiesenthal 
did probably more than anyone else to 
keep the pursuit of the Nazi war 
criminals in the news and in public 
consciousness, as well as being the 
central figure in some of the eventual 
prosecutions. Walters's criticism seems 
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occasionally to cross the line from 
correction of the historical record to 
unnecessary personal invective. 
Despite these minor criticisms, both 
books are based on extensive 
international archival research in 
multiple languages, refer widely to the 
extant literature and, especially in 
Walters's case, contain many original 
interviews with interested parties (who 
range from Lord Janner in the UK to 
convicted war criminal Erich Priebke in 


Italy). There is also detailed information 
on sources including meticulous notes, 
references and bibliographies. Taken 
together the two books are probably as 
definitive an account of this subject as 
we are likely to have for some time and 
should be considered the benchmark 
for future research in this area. 
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/iwg/reports/hitlers-shadow.pdf (last 
accessed 22 March 2012) 
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Peron Brought the Nazi War Criminals 
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The Extreme Right in Europe: Current 


Trends and Perspectives, edited by Backes & Moreau 
(Vandenhoeck + Ruprecht, Nov 2011) 473pp. £76 


Reviewed by Adam Carter 


AS AN ANTI-FASCIST ACTIVIST and 
researcher, | often think of right-wing 
extremism as like the legendary hydra 
from Greek mythology with its multiple 
monstrous heads where as soon as you 
chop one off, more appear in its place. 
In the UK alone we have the 
‘metapolitical’ would-be intellectuals of 
the New Right and IONA groups, the 
electoral fascism of the BNP, the 
Iskamophobic street-based activism of 
the EDL and then a whole series of 
groupuscules dedicated to a variety of 
esoteric right-wing interests from Third 
Positionism and outright Hitler-worship 
to white power and neo-folk music and 
occultist fascism. Obviously Searchlight 
covers all this in its pages but the 
strength of this book is that it does a 
good job of presenting the latest 
academic scholarship on the ‘hydra’ of 
right-wing extremism on a Europe-wide 
basis. 

It is a substantial edited book with 20 
chapters written by scholars mainly 
from continental Europe and divided 
into three main sections covering 
‘Parties & Elections’, ‘Militant Scenes & 
Subcultures’ and ‘Cultural Trends & 
Political Ideas’. The editors and 
contributors are to be praised for the 
fact that, as well as covering the ‘usual 
suspects’ in the Western European 
extreme-right party family, there is 
material on Turkey and Eastern Europe. 
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In addition, as well as material on 
racism and Holocaust denial, there is 
analysis of anti-Roma prejudice, the 
politics of memory, the extreme right's 
engagement with esotericism and 
musical subcultures and an.excellent 
chapter on the European New Right. 
The increasing transnational and 
international ideological and 
organisational links between extreme- 
right organisations and individuals are 
also the subject of several chapters. 

The book comes from a publisher 
based in Germany and unfortunately 
the standard of English varies 
considerably and is occasionally 
damaging to the presentation of the 
research. The chapter on ‘Right-Wing 
Esotericism in Europe’ by Ulrike Hef- 
Meining has some interesting material 
(although it is more about forms of 
new age conspiracy theorising and 
right-wing extremism than the occult) 
but the language is so poor that it is 
distracting and makes it difficult to 
follow the chapter's argument. Some of 
the other chapters could definitely have 
done with another edit by a native 
English speaker. 

Although aimed very much at an 
academic audience, it is only the 
chapters with lots of statistical analysis 
of elections that are potentially a bit 
technical for the general reader, and 
there are useful insights throughout the 


book which would be of benefit to 
activists and researchers. There is also a 
useful bibliography including many 
works not in English which will be 
useful for anyone wishing to follow up 
on the references and analysis. At 
present, given the book’s price, it 
would be something to refer to in a 
library, but hopefully the Ppublisher will 
bring out a cheaper paperback or e- 
book version in the not too distant 
future to encourage individual 
purchase. 
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